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L A%SXF.&ED Chapter 1
UNG Principles of Nuclear Energy Production

1.1 Release of Nuclear Energy

Fission and Fusion

Any nuclear reaction in which there is a net decrease of mass, i,e., in which the total
mass of the products is less than that of the interacting particles, will be accompanied by a
liberation of energy. Two types of reaction have been used for the large-scale release of
nuclear energy. These are (a) fission, i.e., the splitting of a heavy nucleus into a pair of
lighter nuclei, and (b) fusion, i.e., the combination of two very light nuclei to form a some-
what heavier one, The underlying reason why these processes are accompanied by a decrease
of mass and, hence, a liberation of energy is that in each case the average net energy of at-
traction between the nuclear particles, i, e., the protons and neutrons, often referred to as

nucleons, is smaller in the initial nucleus (or nuclei) than it is in the products of the reaction,

Mass Defect and Binding Energy

The magnitude of the net attractive energy, or binding energy, of the nucleons in any nu-
cleus can be calculated from the masses of the various particles, Consider an isotope of mass
number A and atomic number Z, so that the nucleus contains Z protons and A - Z neutrons. If
m_ is the mass of a proton, m, is the mass of a neutron, and M is the actual mass of the nu-
cleus, as determined by the mass spectrograph or other nuclear measurements, then the mass

defect (M.D.) of the particular isotope is defined by
M.D. = [Zmp + (A - Z)mn] - M. (1.1)

The mass defect, which may be regarded as the decrease of mass that would result if Z protons
and A - Z neutrons were combined to form a given nucleus, is a measure of the binding energy

of that nucleus.

Binding Energy

If the various masses are expressed in the familiar atomic mass units (amu), in which
mp is 1.00813 and m_ is 1.00897, then multiplication of M.D, by 931 gives the binding energy
(B.E.) in million electron volts (Mev), This factor is based on the Einstein mass energy

equation using the appropriate units of mass {(amu) and energy (Mev). Consequently,
B.E. = 931 {[Zmp + (A - Z)mn] -M } Mev. | (1.2)

This gives the energy which would be released in the formation of a nucleus by the combhination
of the appropriate protons and neutrons or, alternatively, the energy which would be necessary

to break up the nucleus into its constituent protons and neutrons.
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A useful quantity is the mean binding

energy per nucleon, i.e., B.E,/A, where

e or ' the mass number, A, is the number of
‘d‘.’,; 8r protons and neutrons in the nucleus. The
5 ;'!' 7+ values of B.E./A for many nuclear species
gg 6 have been determined, from their known
Y og masses, and when plotted against the re-
gg 4 spective mass numbers, as in Fig., 1.1,
S z 3t the results are found to fall on, or very
= 2 close to, a continuous curve. The sig-

2

250 nificant aspect of this curve, for the pre-
MASS NUMBER .
sent purpose, is that the mean binding
Fig. 1.1 energy per nucleon is less for the lightest
and for the heaviest nuclei than it is for
those of intermediate mass. It is this fact which accounts for the liberation of energy ac-
companying either the fission of heavy nuclei or the fusion of light nuclei, as can be shown

in the following manner.

Calculation of Fission Energy

Uranium-235 undergoes fission in some thirty or more different ways, i.e., many dif-
ferent pairs of nuclei are formed. In the great majority of cases, however, the mass numbers
of the fission products lie within the range from about 80 to 150, and from Fig. 1.1 it is seen
that the average value of the binding energy per nucleon in this region is about 8.4 Mev. On
the other hand, in the original uranium-235, the binding energy per nucleon is 7.5 Mev. Hence,
the total energy which would be required fo break up a uranium-235 nucleus into its 235 con-
stituent nucleons would be 235 x 7.5 Mev, whereas for the fission product nuclei the corre-
sponding energy would be about 235 x 8.4 Mev, In this calculation the neutrons involved in
fission are neglected for simplicity, since they will have little effect on the final result. Con-

sequently,

Uranium-235 + (235 x 7.5)Mev

Fission products + (235 x 8.4)Mev—=235 nucleons

235 nucleons

and upon subtraction and rearrangement it is seen that
Uranium-235——sFission products + (235 x 0. 9)Mev.

In other words, the fission of uranium-235 is accompanied by the release of 235 x 0.9 Mev,

i.e., about 200 Mev, of energy,
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particular those of hydrogen and its isotopes, i.e., deuterium (D) and tritium (T), is
with the liberation of energy, because of the difference in the mean binding energies, Th

exactly the same as saying, as indicated earlier, that the mass of the products is less than
that of the interacting nuclei. The difference in mass appears as energy, in accordance with

the mass-energy equivalence relationship,

The Fission Process

Although fission of heavy nuclei can be brought about in a number of ways, there is only
one that is of importance for the practical release of nuclear energy: this is fission initiated
by neutrons. The reason is that the fission process is itself accompanied by the liberation of
neutrons, so that a chain reaction with the continuous release of energy is possible. Only three
isotopes, namely, uranium-233, uranium-235, and plutonium-239, need be considered here for
use in a fission chain process. In the first place, although these substances are radioactive,
they have relatively long half lives, so that they may be regarded as moderately stable. And,
in the second place, they will undergo fission by the capture of neutrons of all energies, i.e.,
either fast (high energy) or slow (low energy).

The common isotope uranium-238 requires neutrons of at least 1 Mev energy to cause
fission. Although most of the neutrons produced in fission actually have higher energies, they
rapidly lose energy in collisions, so that they are brought below the threshold of 1 Mev for
fission of uranium-238. Consequently, the maintenance of a chain reaction in uranium-238, is
not possible. Nevertheless, fission of this isotope does occur and the energy released often
makes an appreciable contribution to the total energy produced in nuclear weapons.

Of the three fissionable (or fissile) species mentioned above, only uranium-235 and
plutonium-239 have hitherto been used in nuclear weapons. The amount of uranium-233 at pre-
sent available is too small for this purpose, although it may become of considerable importance
in the future. However, the general discussion of the fission chain process to be given here
applies equally to all three isotopes. $Such differences in behavior as do exist arise from a
difference in the average number of neutrons produced when fission occurs and in the relative
importance of fission and nonfission reactions.

The fission process may be regarded as producing three types of products: {a) lighter
nuclei, called fission fragments, (b) neutrons, referred to as fission neutrons, and (c) energy.

Thus, taking uranium-235 as typical, the fission act may be represented by

Uranium-235 + n—=Fission fragments + 2-3 neutrons + energy.

These products will be considered in turn.
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The fraction of neutrons escaping from a system in which fission is taking place can be
decreased by tncreasing the size (or mass). Since neutrons are produced, by fission, through-
out the whole volume, whereas escape takes place only from the exterior surface, it is evident
that the escape probability will decrease as the volume-to-area ratio of the system is increased;

this ls achieved, for a given geometry, by increasing the dimensions.

Critical Size

In a very small mass of fissile material a self-sustaining chain reaction will not be pos-
sible because of the large proportion of neutrons that escape. But as the size is increased,
the fraction of fission neutrons lost will decrease and ultimately a point is reached when for
every neutron captured in a fission reaction another one will become available to carry on the
fission chain. The system is then said to be critical, and a self-sustaining chain reaction is
just possible. If a system is smaller than the critical size (or mass) it is referred to as sub-
critical, and if larger, .it is called supercritical. In the latter case there are more neutrons
available for fission at the end of each generation than were used up to cause fission at the
beginning of that generation. It will be seen below that the critical mass or size is dependent

on the nature of the fissile material, its shape, and several other factors.

Convergent, Stationary, and Divergent Chains

If v is the average number of neutrons produced in each act of fission, on the average,
and £ is the average number lost, by escape and in other ways, e.g., by nonfission capture,

then v - .Z is the number available to cause further fission; let this be represented by k, i.e.,
k = v -.¢

Thus, for every neutron causing fission in one generation, k neutrons will be available to cause
fission in the next generation. Hence, in accordance with the preceding paragraph, k will be
less than unity in a subcritical system; in a critical system k = 1; and in a supercritical system
k will be greater than unity.

Suppose S neutrons are introduced into a fissile material and cause this number of fissions;
then kS neutrons will be available for the next generation, kZS for the next, and so on; .t the
end of n generations, the number of neutrons which can cause fission will be kn'S. Since, for a
Subcritical system, k < 1, it is evident that as n, the number of generations, increases, k'S
will approach zero. In other words, the number of neutrons will gradually decrease ' one
generation to the next; there is consequently a convergent or decaying fission chain w:iich
gradually dies out. For a system of critical size, k = 1, and then kS is always equial to s,

The number of neutrons then remains constant from generation to generation. This 1s referred
to as a stationary chain. Finally, if k = 1, as is the case for a supercritical system, 2 ine

creases steadily. The fission chain is then said to be a divergent or branching chain.
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In the foregoing discussion no distinction has been made between the prompt and delayed

Prompt and Delayed Critical

fission neutrons., As stated earlier, however, only the prompt neutrons are significant in fission
weapons, and the critical size or mass is determined by the availability of the prompt neutrons,
without regard to those which are delayed. This situation is often described as prompt critical.
When both prompt and delayed neutrons are required to maintain the stationary chain, as in a
nuclear reactor, the term delayed critical is sometimes used. 3ince more than 9 per cent

of fission neutrons are prompt, the neglect of the delayed neutrons has little effect on the

value of v; hence, the data in Table 1.1 may still be used in essentially all calculations,

Factors Affecting Critical Mass

The critical size (or mass) is by no means a definite quantity, even for a given fissile
material of specified composition. For one thing, the shape of the system has an influence on
criticality, because the volume-to-area ratio varies with the geometry. The optimum condition
is obtained with a sphere, for this has the largest ratio of volume to area, so that the pro-
bability of escape of neutrons is smaller than for any other shape. Thus, the critical mass of
a sphere is less than that of any other geometrical form of the same material. As far as the
material is concerned, it is evident that the presence of impurities will increase the critical
mass of the fissile substance. Apart from the fact that the impurity may cause a loss of
neutrons by parasitic capture, it adds area to the system, which increases the probability of
neutron escape, without the compensating production of neutrons by fission.

It will be apparent, too, that the larger the value of v, the smaller will be the critical
size, under the same general conditions. If more neutrons are formed per fission, it will be
possible to tolerate a somewhat larger loss and yet attain criticality. Hence, the critical size
of plutonium-239 is less than that of uranium-235; since the densities are not very different,
this is also true for the critical masses (see Table 1.3, below).

A factor which can partially compensate for a lower v value is a smaller proportion of
nonfission captures by the fissile material, since this will tend to increase the number of neu-
trons available for propagating the chain reaction. Although v for uranium-233 is appreciably
less than for plutonium-239, the critical masses, under equivalent conditions, do not appear to
differ greatly. This is because nonfission capture in uranium-233 is relatively less than in
plutonium-~239.

The critical size is also dependent upon the mean free path of neutrons, i.e,, the average
crow-flight distance a neutron will travel before interacting with a nucleus, in a given material,
If the mean free path is long, the probability that a neutron will escape from the system is. also
large. Con ‘'uently, under comparable conditions, the critical size will be greater than for a

fissile material in which the neutrons have a shorter mean free path.

- 13 -
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For a specified shape and composition, the size of a critical system can be decreased by
surrounding it with a material which scatters neutrons back into the fissile core. By reducing
the number of neutrons that escape, a smaller size (or mass) can become critical. Such a
scattering 'material, on account of its function, is referred to, in general, as a reflector. In
nuclear weapons it is called a tamper, because, in addition to decreasing the loss of neutrons
by escape, it delays expansion of the exploding mass and permits a higher yield from the sys-
tem undergoing fission, as will be seen later,
As is to be expected, increasing the thickness of the tamper decreases the escape of neu-
trons and thus makes possible a smaller critical mass of the fissile (or core) material. " How-
ever, it has been shown by theoretical calculations, and verified experimentally, that when the
tamper thickness reaches a certain value there is
little more to be gained by a further increase of thick-
ness (Fig. 1.2). Thus, when the thickness is about e
“two to three neﬁtfon mean free patﬁs in the given b(@
tamper material, its effectiveness in reducing neutron
losses isi‘thin IQ_PEL_EM, so of an infinitely thick

tamper,

1

i
i
H

CRITICAL MASS

- = . ke
0 ) Under precisely specified conditions, and for a

THICKNESS OF TAMPER given fissile (core) material, there is a definite mass

that will be just critical. This is called a 'crit."
Fig. 1.2 The critical masses of spheres of uranium-235 (94 per
cent purity) and of plutonium-239 (97 per cent purity)
are given in Tuable 1.3. In the first column are the values for a bare (untamped) sphere,
whereas the values in the second column are for a thick (infinite) tamper of natural uranium

metal. The effect of the tamper in reducing the critical mass of the core is very striking.

Table 1.3 Critical Masses of Spheres

Fissile Material Bare Tamped
Uranium-235 52 kg 17.2 kg
Plutonium-239 16 kg 5.8 kg

It may be noted that there is still another factor which affects the critical size: it is the
speed (or energy) of the neutrons causing fission. The rate of the fission process is determined
by the fission cross section, as will be seen later, and this varies with the neutron energy. How-

ever, as far as nuclear fission weapons are concerned, it may be tacitly assumed that only fast

UNCLAZSIFIED
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neutrons, mainly with energies in the range from 0.5 to 2 Mev, are involved. Becaume ¢

relatively long slowing-down time, fission by slow neutrons would be less effective in an éﬁf

plosion,

1.3 Attainment of Criticality

Assembly Method (Gun-Type Weapons)

As long as a mass of fissile material is less than the critical value, i.e,, it is subcritical
for the existing conditions, there is no danger of a chain reaction occurring. But, if energy is
to be released, e.g., in an explosion, the system must become critical and, in fact, highly
supercritical, as will be seen shortly. There are two general ways, utilized in weapons, for
rapidly converting a subcritical system of fissile material into one that is supercritical.

The first may be referred to as the method of assembly. Two portions of subcritical
size are brought together very rapidly, so that the combined mass is supercritica® 1f a burst
of neutrons is then introduced, a divergent fission chain will be initiated and there will be a rapi
release of energy within a very short time, Thls is the principle used in weapons of the gun

~ P

itype: one subcritical portion of fissile matelr-ial is shot into another subcritical portion, the

{combination exceeding the critical mass.

Compression Method (Implosion Weapons)

The second method of attaining criticality (or supercriticality) is based on compression
of the subcritical fissile material. An approximate quantitative treatment of the relationship
between the compression ratio and critical mass may be derived as follows. In accordance
with the definition given above, the mean free path of a neutron is the average (crow-flight)
distance a neutron travels before it interacts with a nucleus. The proportion of neutrons avoidin
interaction, and which can consequently escape from the system, will evidently depend on the
ratio of the dimensions, e.g., the radius of a sphere, to the mean free path. It is to be ex-
pected, therefore, that for a given fissile (core) material, under specified conditions, the critical
radius will be approximately proportional to the neutron mean free path; thus, if RC is the

critical radius and )\c is the mean free path in the core,

Rc o )\c. | (1.3)

The mean free path of a neutron is obviously inversely related to the pr«bubtlity of its
interaction; the greater the probability of interaction, the smaller the distance the neutron will
travel before it interacts with a nucleus. The probability of interaction is pr«jpcrtioral to the
number of fissile nuclei per unit volume, and hence to the density; so that. :! oS the density

of the core material,
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1, (1.4)

The density of the material is dependent on the compression; thus, if C is the compression

ratio, i.e., the volume before compression to that after,

C < Pe- (1.5)
Combination of equations (1.3), (1.4), and (1.5) then leads to the result
R o« 1 (1.6)
c c - )

The critical mass Mc is related to the critical radius and the density of the material by

4 3 '
MC = —-S—-TTRC pc , (1- 7)

and upon substituting equation (1.8) for Rc and equation (1.5) for P it is seen that
M o« i . | (1.8)

The critical mass of a given fissile material is thus inversely proportional to the square of

the compression ratio. By increasing the compression the critical mass is consequently de-

creased.
It follows, therefore, that if a subcritical mass of fissile material is compressed it may Do

. become supercritical. | o S,

In other words, it

will be highly supercritical, and the introduction of neutrons will cause éi”;;.pidly divergent
fission chain to develop.

If the mass of fissile (core) material is tamped, then the result in equation (1.8) is true
only if both the tamper and the core are compressed to the same extent. Actually, uniform
compression is not attained throughout; it is greater near the center of the bomb, i.e., in the
core, than further out, e.g., in the tamper. Even within the core itself there is a compression
gradient., In general, therefore, the relationship between the critical mass and the average com-

pression ratios of the core (Cc) and of the tamper (Ct) may be represented by

1 1
c 1.2 C 0.8 ’ (1.9)
c t

M cc
c
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so that when Cc and Ct are identical, this reduces to equation (1.8). For most cases o

in the weapons field, a good approximation is

M ooc—t (1.10)

since the conditions are such that the tamper is compressed to a smaller extent than is the cor
The use of compression to attain supercriticality is employed in weapons of the implosion
type; the reason for this name will be seen later. Not only does increased compression result
in a decrease in critical mass, it is also accompanied by an increase in efficiency of the
energy release, as will be seen in Section 2.1. Consequently, the attainment of higher and

higher compressions is one of the important objectives of weapon development.

1.4 Neutron Multiplication

Rate of Fission Reaction

No matter how it originates, an explosion involves the very rapid liberation of a large
amount of energy. If the energy is to be produced by fission, then the necessary condition is
a very high neutron density, since the rate of fission, and, hence, the rate of energy release,
is proportional to the number of neutrons per unit volume. It is of interest, therefore, to in-
vestigate the circumstances which lead to a high neutron density.

It was seen earlier that the number of neutrons available to cause fiésion, for every neu-
tron captured in a fission process, in each generation is equal to k, i.e., to v - ¢, where p
is the average number of neutrons produced per fission and ./ is the average number lost by
escape and nonfission capture. This means that for every n neutrons present at the beginning
of a generation; there will be nk present at the end, so that the gain of neutrons is n(k - 1)
per generation. The rate of gain, dn/dt, may then be obtained, roughly, upon dividing the actu:
gain by the average time, 7, between successive fission generations; hence,

dn  nk-1)

i - (1.11)

This result will be strictly correct only if the delayed neutrons play no significant part in
maintaining the fission chain, As seen above, this condition is applicable to nuclear fission
weapons.,

The quantity k - 1, which is the excess number of available neutrons per fission, may be

-17 -
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where N is the number

" The fission mean free path is equal to 1/Nof,
m3 and oy Hence, from equation (1, 18),

~ 1
% T =~ N—U_v— y (1. 19)
) f
t Ofv,E

;' so that the generation time is inversely related to the produc

of fissile nuclei per

a4

Y

is the fission cross section, *

s,

*For the present purpose, the cross section may be regarded as the effective area of a nucleus
It is usually expressed in barns, i.e., 10-24 cni2

for a particular reaction (or reactions).
units,

UNCLASSIFIED
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Explosion Time

It will be noted, incidentally, that 1/a, the e-folding time, is of the same order as 7, the
generation time,

Consequently, 1/« is frequently identified with the generation time, and at is

3
!

I

§

\

i

then the number of generations which have elapsed during the time interval t. It is thus pos- [
sible to write equation (1.16) in the approximate form |

n = neg

:
’

(1.21)
where g is the number of generations in which the neutron density increases from ng ton. In
other words, the neutron population increases roughly by a factor of e per generation, i.e., by
a factor of 10 in every 2.3 generations.

Before a fissioning system can explode, i.e., before the material commences to move out-
ward, a certain energy density must be attained.i

e —— e,
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The fission chain reaction then gradually dies out, because the jucreusing rate of neutean

f

escape causes « to decrease and eventually to become negative, [' Y

Obviously, to obtain a high efficiency, the expansion of the core must be delayed as much as DC

possible, and this is an important function which must be fulfilled by the tamper,

-

Spontaneous Fission

The fission processes discussed so far have been those involving the deliberate introduc-
tion of neutrons. These reactions can also be brought about by extraneous neutrons, such as
those present in cosmic rays or resulting from the action of alpha particles, emitted by ura-
nium or plutonium, on certain impurities. In addition, there is the possibility of completely
spontaneous fission of certain nuclei, without the intervention of neutrons., It is important to
point out, however, that such spontaneous fissions are, nevertheless, accompanied by neutron
emission and the latter are capable of causing further fissions.

The spontaneous fission rates, expressed as the number of nuclei undergoing fission per
hour per gram of material, of some isotopes of uranium and plutonium are given in Table 1.4,
Since two to three neutrons are liberated per fission, the rate of neutron emission is obtained
upon multiplication of the fission rates by the appropriate number, The spontaneous fission

rates of uranium-233, uranium-235, uranium-238, and plutonium-239 are fairly small, but those

Table 1.4 Spontaneous Fission Rates

Isotope Fission/hour/gram
Uranium-233 < 0.7
Uranium-234 <30
Uranium-235 1.3
Uranium-238 24
Plutonium-238 1.1 x 107
Plutonium-239 35
Plutonium-240 1.6 x 106

of plutonium-238 and -240 are considerable. The former of these two isotopes is of no signif-
icance in the production of weapons, but some plutonium-240 is almost invariably present in
plutonium-~239 and its high spontaneous fission rate is of serious consequence in connection with

fission weapons.

UNCLASSIFIED




P

UN CLA.SSIF IED "‘“:i '*

1.5 Production of Weapon Materials

Uranium-235

The two important fissile materials, namely, uranium-235 and plutonium-239, are both pro-
duced from natural uranium but by entirely different procedures, Ordinary uranium contains
about 0.7 per cent of uranium-235 to 99,3 per cent of uranium-238, and a trace (0. 006 per
cent) of uranium-234. The uranium-235 is separated by diffusion (through porous barriers) of

the vapor of uranium hexafluoride (UF made from natural uranium. The hexafluoride of the

),
lighter isotope diffuses more rapidly tlslan does that of the heavier species, and by the use of
several thousand diffusion stages an enrichment of $3.5 per cent, i.e., a material containing
an isotopic proportion of 93.5 per cent of uranium-235, can be obtained. The highly enriched
uranium hexafluoride is then converted into the tetrafluoride (UF 4) by heating with hydrogen
or methane. The uranium tetrafluoride is reduced to metal by means of calcium plus some
iodine to act as a "thermal booster.'" Reaction between iodine and part of the calcium starts
at about 400°C; the heat generated raises the temperature sufficiently for rapid reduction of

the tetrafluoride by calcium to take place,.

Plutonium-239

The element plutonium occurs in nature as virtually insignificant traces, at best. Con-
sequently, the plutonium-239 used in weapons is obtained artifically by a series of nuclear re-
actions resulting from the exposure of uranium-238 to slow neutrons in a nuclear reactor or
"pile." A nuclear reactor is a device in which a fission chain reaction is taking place in a
controlled manner. If a material of low mass number, called a moderator, is present, in
addition to fissile material, the fission neutrons will be slowed down, and such a system is, in

~ a sense, a source of slow neutrons.
In a reactor, uranium-238 captures neutrons to form a higher isotope, uranium-239, with

the emission of gamma radiation; thus

where the subscripts give the atomic numbers, i.e., number of protons, and the superscripts
indicate the mass numbers, i.e., total number of neutrons and protons in each case. The

uranium-239 is radioactive, with a half life of 23 min, emitting a beta particle. Representing
the latter by _IBO, since it carries a negative charge and has essentially no mass, the radio-

active decay process may be written as

239 0
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the product being an isotope of a new element, atemic -number 93, called aepluntun {Npi, of mvis

number 239. Neptunium-239 is also radioactive, half life 2.3 days; it emits a bela particle

according to the reaction

239 0 239
93NP———== 87+ g Pu

so that the product, atomic number 94, mass number 239, is plutonium-239., This is an alpha
emitter with a fairly long half life--about 24,000 years--and hence it is relatively stable.

It may be mentioned that the decay product of plutonium-239 is the fissile uranium-235,
its half life being about 9 x 108 years. Hence, as far as fission is concerned, plutonium will
undergo only relatively minor changes over a period of several hundred years. The same is
true, of course, to an even greater extent, for uranium-235,

As the plutonium-239 accumulates in a reactor, it also begins to capture neutrons, the
rate of capture being proportional to the neutron density and to the concentration of plutonium-23

nuclei. The process is

239 1 240
93Pq + 0n—--—94Pu + v

with plutonium-240, an alpha emitter of half life about 6500 years, as the product. The two
isotopes of plutonium cannot be separated from each other in the chemical process used for the
extraction of plutonium from the fission products and the unchanged uranium discharged from a
production reactor. Hence, plutonium-239 is always associated with a certain proportion of
plutonium-240, the amount increasing, up to a limiting value, with the exposure time of the

material in the reactor, and also with the neutron density.

The amount of plutonium-~240 present in the uranium fuel elements, as ti are called,
increases, up to a limiting value of about 35 per cent, with the time spent 1 %+ reactor and
with the reactor power. Consequently, the quality of plutonium, as regards :t- piutonium-240
content, is frequently described in terms of megawatf—days of exposure in the ..ot ¢ per ton of
uranium fuel, i.e.,, in MWD/T units, Actually, the unit is not too precise :«:. . - the reactor
power is not uniform throughout its volume, so that the plutonium-240 cont.:: . ::.sponding to
a given average MWD/T value depends on the location of the fuel element : '~ --.ctor. How-
ever, because many fuel elements (''slugs") are processed simultaneously, ' - - .its average

out sufficiently well for practical purposes.
G *
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At the present time essentially all the plufomum in the United States is made at Hanford,
Wash. , in reactors employing natural uranium, in the metallic form, with graphite as the
moderator for slowing down the neutrons. The uranium-235 present maintains the fission
chain, while the uranium-238 captures some of the neutrons, This leads, ultimately, to the
formation of plutonium-239, as seen above. In the new production plant being built at Savannah

" River, S.C., natural uranium will be the fuel, as at Hanford, but the moderator will be heavy

water, i.e., water highly enriched in the heavier isotope, deuterium.

Code Names

There are a number of code names and symbols frequently employed in connection with
nuclear weapons work. Uranium metal enriched in the uranium-235 isotope, originating in Oak
Ridge, is often called oralloy, an abbreviation of '"Oak Ridge alloy.' It is represented by the
symbol Oy, followed by a number in parentheses indicating the percentage enrichment; thus
Oy(93.5) indicates a material containing 93.5 per cent of uranium-235 and 6.5 per cent of
uranium-238 and other isotopes. Until recently, this was the only form of enriched material
in general use and it is this composition which is frequently referred to as oralloy or Oy,
without qualification. However, some applications of a less enriched product, Oy(37.5), are
‘now being made.

The corresponding code name tuballoy, symbol Tu, is used for uranium metal, in the
normal isotopic proportions, i.e., 99.3 per cent uranium-238. It is based on the designation
Tube Alloys Limited -applied to the British wartime atomic energy project. The metal obtained
from the depleted uranium residues of the gaseous diffusion plants, containing more than 99.3
per cent of uranium-238, is sometimes called "Q" metal.

The names mentioned above are generally used for specific materials. A (declassified)
code system of another kind is frequently employed to represent particular isotopes. The last
numerals of the atomic number and of the mass number are combined to give a two-digit
symbol that is characteristic of the particular species. Thus, uranium-235, mass number 92,

is referred to as "25'"; uranium-238 is "28"; and plutonium-239, atomic number 94, is 49",

*Up to 1000 MWD/T, at least, the percentage of plutonium-240 is roughly proportional to the
exposure,
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Production of Neutrons

In an atomic weapon, the chain reaction is initiated by the introduction of neutrons into
the highly supercritical system. Consequently, the methods for producing neutrons may be .
briefly reviewed. Two main procedures will be considered here, others will be mentioned in
Section 1.6,

One of the simplest methods for obtaining neutrons is by the action of alpha particles of
sufficient energy on certain light elements, notably beryllium. The reaction may be representec

by

recalling that the alpha particle is identical with a helium nucleus. For laboratory purposes,
radium is a very convenient source of alpha particles, but for several reasons it is not prac-
tical for use in nuclear weapons. The alpha-particle source employed is the radioelement
polonium-210. This has the advantage of being relatively simple to make and, unlike radium,
neither plutonium itself nor its radioactive decay products emit gamma radiation. Polonium-21(
is produced by exposure of bismuth to neutrons in a nuclear reactor, when the reaction
. 209 1 .210

83B1 + 0n -——-—83B1 + ¥
occurs, The bismuth-210 is a beta-emitter, with a half life of 5 days, and so it soon decays
to form polonium-210; thus,

210 0 210 ~ ‘
g3Bl — = 80+ PO

The use of polonium-210 has, however, three drawbacks, Its half life is only 138.4 days,‘
so that the neutron source has a short stockpile life and requires frequent replacement. In
addition, the polonium constitutes a health hazard and special precautions must be taken in
fabrication. Finally, its production requires neutrons which could otherwise be used for making
plutonium. There is consequently considerable interest in the :2velopment of neutron sources

which do not involve polonium.
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1.6 Thermonuclear Reactions

Limitations of Energy Release

It should be apparent from the earlier discussion that the energy release of a nuclear
fission weapon is limited by the mass of fissile material which can be included in it and yet
retain a subcritical system. It should be remembered, of course, that the critical mass de-
pends on the geometry of the system., Consequently, if desired, a large mass of fissile mate-
rial can be made subcritical by fabrication into a form in which it has a large exposed area,

M1

e.g., a spherical shell,

Fusion Reactions

Nucléar reactions of the fusion type were first attained in the laboratory by using charged
particles, e.g., protons (hydrogen nuclei), deuterons (deuterium nuclei), or tritons (tritium
nuclei), which were accelerated in a cyclotron, Van de Graaff generator, or similar device, In
this manner, the nuclear particles acquire sufficient energy to permit them to react with other
light nuclei, Since this energy is merely kinetic energy, it is not different from that which a
nucleus would acquire as a result of raising its temperature, Thﬁs, assuming a Maxwell-
Eoltzmann distribution of energy among the nuclei, it is found that the mean kinetic energy

'nT Mev. Consequently, it is to be

corresponding to a temperature of T® Kelvin is 8.6 x 10
expected, and has been confirmed by experiment, that nuclear reactions can be brought about
by the use of high temperatures. Such processes are referred to as thermonuclear reactions.

The thermonuclear reactions which have been achieved so far involve only the heavier
isotopes of hydrogen, i.e., deuterium and tritium.* This is because the necessary kinetic
energies are lower, and, hence, so also are the requisite temperatures, than for other nuclear
processes,

As a first approximation, the minimum interaction energy may be regarded as that re-
quired to overcome the electrostatic repulsion forces operating between the interacting nuclei,

If Z and Z' are the respective positive charges, i.e., atomic numbers, and r is the distance

*The descriptions given here refer only to thermonuclear processes achieved by man; these and
other such reactions take place in various heavenly bodies and constitute their energy sources.

- 28 -

& ( UNCLASSIFIED

L




UNCLASSIFIED /% AGVA

between the nuclei, the coulombic repulsion energy is Z2Z' ez,x’r, where e is the value aof the

electronic charge. This energy will be least for reactions between hydrogen nuclei, since %
and Z' are then both unity; the repulsion energy which must be overcome is consequently ez,‘r,
If electrostatic repulsion were the determining factor, the energy required for the above
reactions would be roughly 0.1 Mev; this would correspond to the extremely high temperature
of about 109 °K. However, for various reasons, which are explicable in terms of quantum
mechanics, it has been found that the reactions involving deuterium and tritium will take place

-3 2

Dcé at an appreciable rate at energies of the order of 1 to 10 kev, i.e., 10°° to 107~ Mev.

o ssromrser, 7 , i -
Three thermonuclear reactions are of particular importance. These are represented be-

low, together with the amount of energy released as cilculated from the :nasses of the nuclei

involved:
2 2 1 P
1D + 1D —t— 1H o+ 11‘ + 4.0 Mev
2 2 1 3
1D + 1D ——on + 2He + 3.3 Mev
2 3 1 4
1D + 1T — on + 2H + 17.6 Mev

The D-D and D-T reactions have possible applications in two different directions to be describe
shortly.

Thermonuclear Energy Release ) /

Since the energy liberated in these reactions is several Mev in each case, whereas they
can be initiated, at least, by energies of from 1 to 10 kev, it is apparent that a kind of thermo
nuclear chain is possible, Thus, if the energy liberated in the reaction between a quantity {or
volume) of deuterium nuclei can be used to raise the temperature of other such nuclei, then
further D-D reactions will result, and a self-sustaining thermonuclear propagation will be pos-
sible. | As in the case of the fission chain, this will be accompanied by the continuous release «
.energy. i§Whereas in the fission reaction the chain is maintained by neutrons, the thermonuclear

propagation is maintained by thermal energy.

*It has become the practice in thermonuclear work to express the temperature in terms of the
equivalent kinetic energy. Thus, reactions involving deuterium and tritium are said to take
place at "temperatures of 1 to 10 kev."
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It may be remarked that in many respects thermonuclear propagation (or burning) is
analogous lo the process which takes place in an inter..1l combustion engine. The spark in-
itiates the reaction between a quantity of oxygen and gasoline; the energy generated then raises

the temperature of adjacent material to such an extent that reaction can occur, and so on.

Thermonuclear Neutron Production

It will be observed that one of the D-D reactions and the D-T reaction, referred to above,
yield neutrons as a product. In the latter case, the energy of the neutrons is about 14 Mev,
as may be readily calculated on the basis of conservation of momentum between the neutrcn and
the helium nucleus formed in the process. Neutrons produced by these thermonuclear processes
have been used to initiate the fission chain or to introduce a burst of neutrons at a later stage
in order to maintain and enhance the progress of the fisSion reaction,

It should be noted that the D-D reaction which leads to the formation of H and T will be
followed by interaction between the tritium and any unchanged deuterium nuclei that may still

be present. This D-T reaction will, of course, result in the production of additional neutrons.

Thermonuclear Weapons

One of the reasons for the interest in thermonuclear weapons has been indicated earlier.
The energy release of a fission weapon is limited by safety considerations which make it
necessary to maintain the fissile material, before detonation, in a subcritical state. Deuterium
and tritium, on the other hand, can be safely held in large volumes, and the amounts that could
be included in a weapon would be détermined only by practical considerations. Consequently,
the energy yield of a weapon utilizing the deuterium and tritium reactions would be limited only
by the quantity of material that could be used. Thus, weapons of extremely high yields are
feasible at a considerably lower cost than is possible for equivalent fission weapons.

Tritium is made in nuclear reactors and its production involves the capture of a neutron
by a lithium nucleus, as will be explained shortly. The same neutron could be used to produce
plutonium, and so each tritium atom formed represents the loss of an atom of plutonium. In a
reactor using natural uranium as fuel there will inevitably be some plutonium production, and
so, even if it were desirable, the available neutrons could not be used exclusively for tritium
production. Consequently, this isotope will be expensive and not too common.” There is a
possibility that lithium could be used, in place of cadmium, as a central absorber to make the
neutron flux (and heat liberation) in a nuclear reactor more uniform. In this event, tritium
would be produced by means of neutrons which are otherwise wasted.

A further matter of significance may be mentioned: tritium is radioactive, and its half life
is only about 12.5 years. Hence, in addition to being somewhat of a health hazard, it decreases
in amount at an appreciable rate. The beta-decay product is helium-3, and this can react with
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deuterium to yield a fairly large amount of energy, i.e.,

p? . He'——=H! . He' & 17.6 Mev,

1 2 1 2

but the higher charge of the helium nucleus makes this reaction less probable than the D-T re-
action. However, when neutrons are available, e.g., from a D-D or D-T reaction, the tritium

may be regenerated by the reaction

In a nuclear reactor, one neutron can be made to yield one plutonium atom or one tritium
atom. But whereas fission of a plutonium atom liberates about 200 Mev, a thermonuclear re-
action with tritium réleases only 18 Mev. It would thus seem, at first sight, that use of tritiun
in a weapon would be a highly uneconomic procedure. ; The justification lies, however, in the
fact that a relatively small amount of tritium may be made, in various ways, to help initiate
a D-D reation in a large quantity of the much less expensive and more readily available deu-

terium.

Production of Deuterium and Tritium

Deuterium oxide (heavy water) is present to the extent of about 1 part in 6500, i.e., 0.015
per cent, in ordinary water, In spite of this very small proportion, enrichment of water in
deuterium is not too difficult, and heavy water of 99 per cent purity is now produced on the
industrial scale, Large quantities are required to supply the need for a moderator in the
Savannah River, S.C., plant for plutonium and tritium production,

Three main processes have been used to achieve a partial separation of the hydrogen iso-
topes in water: these are (a) isotopic (chemical) exchange, (b) distillation, and (c) electrolysis.
In the isotopic exchange process, hydrogen gas or a gaseous compound of hydrogen is made to
react with liquid water. As a result of the somewhat different reactivities of the two isotopes,
there is a partial separation between the liquid and gaseous phases. The large-scale production
process now operated by AEC contractors, utilizes the reaction between hydrogen sulfide gas
and water. The exchange reaction results in a relatively higher proportion of deuterium in the
liquid phase than in the gas. By utilizing a countercurrent flow of gas and liquid in several
stages, considerable enrichment in deuterium can be achieved in the liquid.

The distillation method for separating the isotopes of hydrogen depends on the fact that
heavy water has a slighly higher boiling point, i.e., lower vapor pressure, than light water.

Consequently, a partial separation can be achieved by fractional distillation, preferably under

reduced pressure,
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When a slightly acid or alkaline solution in water is electrolyzed, the hydrogen gas
liberated at the cathode contains relatively more of the lighter isotope than does the water.

By repeated electrolysis in stages, heavy water of a high degree of enrichment can be ob-
tained. .

Each of the three foregoiﬁg procedures h‘as certain advantages under suitable conditions.
Hence, for the production of heavy water in quantity, ordinary water is first partially enriched
by the isotopic exchange process. The deuterium is further concentrated by, fractional distilla-
tion under vacuum, and then it is finally brought up to about 99 per cent enrichment by electro-
lysis. Deuterium itself can be released from heavy water by any of the familiar chemical
methods used to prepare hydrogen gas. It can then be converted into any compound that may
be required, or it may be liquefied by cooling under pressure, in the usual manner, to obtain
liquid deuterium.

Tritium is produced by exposure of lithium to slow neutrons in a nuclear reactor; the
less abundant lithium-6 isotope then undergoes the reaction )

3L'16 + o1'11~——>2He4 + 1T3
with the formation of tritium., This isotope can be conver_ted into compounds or liquefied, just
like other forms of hydrogen, It is expected that larger quantities of tritium will become

available when the reactors at the Savannah River plant commence operation.
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Efficiency of Fission Weapons

2.1 Determination of Efficiency

Definition of Efficiency

The efficiency (¢) of any weapon may be defined as the ratio of the energy actually de-

veloped when it explodes, i.e., the energy yield, to the total energy available, i.e.,

R energy yield
¢ = energy available (2.1)

In other words, it is the fraction of the energy available which is actually released in the ex-
plosion. In the case of a fission weapon this is equal to the ratio of the number of nuclei
which actually undergo fission to the total number of fissile nuclei present.

In designing a fission weapon it is essential to be able to estimate its yield from
theoretical considerations. ' But the calculation of the efficiency is very complicated, involving
a detailed hydrodynamic treatment of the core material and tamper during the main period of
energy release, i.e., in the interval between about the 50th and 55th generations after initiation
of the fission chain. With the availability of high-speed electronic computers, such as the IBM
701 and the MANIAC, progress is now being made in the rapid calculation of the efficiency of
any proposed fission weapon. However, the procedures are tedious and not necessarily com-
plete, so that other, partially empirical, methods for determining efficiencies are still in gen-

eral use.

Detailed Calculation Procedure

The following description is intended as a brief outline of the detailed method for calcu-
lating weapon yields (or efficiencies); its purpose is merely to give a general indication of the
procedure used. The bomb assembly is divided, somewhat arbitrarily, into a finite number of
concentric shells, and the time behavior of each shell, or "mass point,' is determined by
numerical calculations using equations describing the processes of neutron production, material
acceleration, and heat flow, "The initial time for purposes of these calculations; at which sig-
nificant physical effects may be assumed to begin, is taken as that after the 50th generation.
Up to this time the mass points are essentially stationary, and very little energy has been
liberated. The subsequent changes with time, as the system expands, are treated by calculating
the neutron density, position, and physical properties of the mass points at time t + At in terms
of those existing at time t. For convenience, different time intervals At may be taken for
different purposes.

Starting with the initial radii, masses, and nature of the fissile material for the several

mass points, the values of a and of the neutron distribution at the zero time can be determined
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by some form of neutron transport theory. Then, making use of this alpha and the familiar
equation (1.16), for the time rate of increase of neutron population, the neutron distribution
after the interval At can be evaluated.

The next step is to determine the acceleration of the mass points by hydrodynamic calcu-
lations; this gives the velocity at At, from which the new radii of the mass points can be
obtained. Finally, the temperature distribution is calculated from the heat flow equation, taking
into account the energy produced by fission, the work done by the mass points in their outward
motion, and the transfer of energy by radiation.

These calculations complete one cycle, since the new neutron densities, radii, and tem-
peratures of the mass points are now known. From the temperatures, the new physical pro-
perties are determined. The whole procedure, starting with alpha and the neutron distribution,
is repeated over and over until the bomb has completely exploded and the rate of energy re-
lease by fission has fallen almost to zero. Upon summing the number of fissions which have
taken place, the total energy yield can be obtained. This includes the energy released by fission
after the system has expanded and become subcritical. Although chain propagation is no longer
possible, interaction of the many neutrons and fissile nuclei still present will result in a con-

siderable energy production; this may amount to some 30 per cent of the total yield.

The Bethe-Feynman Formula

The formula for the efficiency of a nuclear explosion derived by Bethe and Feynman is
admittedly approximate since it involves a number of simplifying assumptions. It is based
largely on the following arguments. As a result of the energy liberated in fission, very large
pressures are developed in the core, and the core-tamper interface consequently receives a
large outward acceleration. This causes highly compressed tamper material to pile up just
ahead of the expanding interface, in an effect referred to as the ''snowplow'" phenomenon, be-
ca;xse of its similarity to the piling up of snow in front of a snowplow. The inertia of the com-
pressed tamper will delay expansion of the core, so that a considerable pressure gradient will
build up from the center of the core to its outer surface.

Further, as a result of the delayed expansion, it may be supposed that the volume of com-
pressed core remains essentially constant during the first 50 or so generations following in-
itiation of the fission chain. After this interval, almost the whole of the bomb energy is re-
leased within an extremelny; ”short period, during which time the core expands rapidly until 1t
becomes subcritical. Although there is an appreciable energy release in this state, as seen
above, the liberation of energy may be regarded as over when the dimensions are just ¢ritical,

It will be assumed, in the subsequent treatment, that during the very short period while the

energy is being released, none escapes from the system. It may be remarked that most ..f the
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approximations and assuniptions involved are
applicable when the efficiency is small, and
it is for this condition that the Bethe-Feynma
treatment is justifiable.

Let R be the raaius of the core at the

! GORE BEFORE - ‘point of maximum supercriticality; then, in

EXPANSION

<

accordance with the postulate made above, .

sthis  will remain unchanged until about the
CORE WHEN FISSION [
4YCHAIN ENDS e ?‘j‘: 50th generation after initiation of the fission

<

5 | 7 effects begin and the core starts to expand (
Suppose that when the core has expanded by a fraction §, so that the r.idius is R(1 + §) the<
system is just critical (Fig. 2.1). Beyond this point the core material will be subcritical; the
fission chain will end and there will be, according to an earlier assumption, essentially no <
further release of energy. ;,.,,\:

Consider a thin shell of material in the core, of volume dV and thickness dr; the cross-
sectional area of the shell is then dV/dr. If dP is the pressure difference on the two sides
of this shell, caused by the fission energy liberated, the net outward force, F, to which the

shell is subjected, i.e., pressure x area, is then

dv _ dp »
= == - = 2.2
F = dP ar - ar dv , (2.2)
where dP/dr is the pressure gradient in the given shell. As a reasonable .approximation, it
may be supposed that the pressure gradient is constant throughout the core. - that it is
possible to write
P _ P T
—_— = = {2.3
dr R '’ ' )
where P is the total difference in pressure from the center of the core ! ', .ter surface.

Hence, from equations (2.2) and (2.3),

Fxgdv . (2.4)

The time required for the core to expand from radius R to R(1 - : . distance of

R6, is about five generations. However, as a rough approximation this :: . - =en as lia,
where «a is the multiplication rate when fission is initiated, as describe.: - oo 1.4.
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Hence, the rﬁean outward acceleration of the core material, and of the shell dV, may be ex-
pressed as Rbaz. The mass of the shell is p dV, where P. is the core density, and, hence,
by Newton's second law of motion, i.e., force = mass x acceleration, the force acting on the
shell is given by

F = R6a2 X pch .

Upon comparing this result with equation (2.4), it is seen that

2
P = pcR a26 . (2.5)
At the existing temperatures the core material will be in the gaseous state, and if, as
postulated, the loss of energy from the system during- the initial expansion is negligible, it
"may be considered as a gas undergoing an adiabatic process. The total energy of such a
gas, which may be regarded as equal to the energy of the core, is then

E = YP_VI , (2.6)

where y.is the ratio of the specific heats of the gas. Using equation (2.5) for P and writing

M/pc for the volume of the core, M being the mass, equation (2.6) becomes

MR2a26

E = 7 -1

(2.7)

If € is the energy released in the complete fission of unit mass of core material, i.e.,
about 0.017 kt per gram for uranium-235 and 0.019 kt per gram for plutonium-239, then the
total energy available in the core is Me, and the efficiency, by equation (2.1), should be

. E/Me, where E is given by equation (2.7). However, this is not strictly correct, for in the
derivation of this equation no allowance has been made for the depletion of the core material
as fission proceeds. For low efficiencies this is, of course, not important, but a distinction

will, nevertheless, be made by writing ¢' for the value obtained using equation (2.7), so that

E . R’ (2.8)

¢'=M€ (v - l)e ?

where ¢' may be related to the true efficiency, ¢, by a relationship such as

.9
A s w (2.8)

sometimes referred to as the depletion correction.

If the tamper density, pt, is not very different from that of the core, then, within a
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moderate range of efficiencies, approximate allowance for the effect of the tamper may be
made by a factor proportional to (pt/pc)n, where n is less than unity. The limited applica-
bility of the correction may be seen from the fact that it fails completely when there is no
tamper, i.e., when P, is zero. However, upon introducing this correction factor, with n = 0.9,

into equation (2.8), the result is

1 2 2 pt
' ——— 5
¢ (y - 1) Ra V P

The first factor on the right side is a constant, k, so that equation (2.10) reduces to

(2.10)

p
o' ~ kR%a%s Tt_ , (2.11)

C

which is one form of the Bethe-Feynman formula. [

N

Since the total mass of fissile mater1al is known the actual energy release

;;nw'zmmd.

:By comparison with experimental determinations, to be described in Chapter 6, it has
beeﬁ found that while the Bethe-Feynman formula is a useful qualitative guide, it is not always
quantitatively correct.  For example, the so-called constant, k, varies with the yield and with
the composition of the core material, e.g., either plutonium  alone, oralloy alone, or combina-
tions of both in various proportions. Hence, normalization procedures must be adopted when
using equation (2.11). As an increasing amount of information has become available, it has
been found possible to adjust the value of k, and also to make other semi-empirical correc-
tions. %ﬁi‘efully applied, the Bethe-Feynman approximation has been used successfully to de-
sign bombs having a wide range of energies. For complex assemblies or where fine distinc-
tions are sought, however, more exact methods of calculating efficiencies are used, e.g., the

detailed procedure described earlier or the crits method given below.

Effect of Size and Compression on Efficiency

From an examination of equation (2.11) a number of general conclusmns can be drawn
concerning the factors affecting the efficiency of a nuclear explosion. | In the first place, since 3
the efficiency increases as R2, it would be advantageous for the core t(; be large at the time
of initiation of the fission chain. This can be achieved in practice by bringing together sub-
critical masses which are designed to contain a large total amount of fissile mater1a1 ‘- Thus,

for a given compression (or for no compression), the efficiency would be expected to be

"UNCLASSIFIED

5




UNCLASSIFIED

greater the larger the mass of the core material. This expectation has been confirmed in
numerous tests.

Although compression will result in a decrease in R, this will be more than compensated
for by the considerable increase in a2, for the reasons given in Section 1.4. In addition, the
effect of compression on § must be taken into account; the more highly compressed the core
material at the time of initiation, the further will be the distance the surface will travel be-
fore the supercritical system becomes just critical. Thus, increased compression should re-
sult in a marked increase of efficiency; that this is the case is shown very simply by com-

paring the yield from a gun-type weapon, in which there is no compression, with that of an

o

implosion weapon.

JPRP—
s

The effect of increasing the compression in an implosion weapon is indicated by the

data in Table 2.1 which are based partly on experiment and partly on calculation.’/

Table 2.1 Effect of Compression on Efficie_,rif:y
e

. g
5 s b
E

Average Compression < s
Efficiency
Core Tamper {per cent)

Calculation of Efficiency by the Crits Method S Do bt

Consider a system containing a mass M of fissile material under a compression Cc;

let Mc be the critical mass of the material under these conditions with a specified tamper.

Then the number. of crits or critical masses, N, present is given by

e

s N \
(t N = —— \\ B
4 Mc ) |
¥ N

According to equation (1.8), however, Mc is proportional to 1/Cc2, and so if Mco is the critical

* mass of the uncompressed material, i.e., when Cc = 1, with the same tamper, in the assembled
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From the general discussion of the Bethe-Feynman formula it was seen that increasing
either the mass of fissile material or of the core compression results in an increase of ef-{ |

\

ficiency. It is evident, therefore, from equation (2.13) that the efficiency of a weapon will \
s increase with the number of crits present at the explosion time. This qua}itative result is .
of considerable interest, but a more quantitative development is possible, e.g., by expressing'

a and & as empirical functions of the number of crits.

1
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ww:I‘he m&hodtfsed to calculate efficienciegwby ‘the crits method is to consider drﬂs;ecific
core material, e.g., either oralloy or plutonium, and a given tamper. ’i‘he efficiencies for
various masses of core and a certain compression, which may be unity, are then calculated
in any convenient manner, e.g., by the Bethe-Feynman formula. From the results, a curve
expressing the variation of efficiency with the number of crits can be drawn. According to
the arguments presented above, this curve should apply to all core-tamper systems of the
same type, i.e., with the same core material (plutonium or oralloy) and the same ratio of
the compressions (or densities) of core and tamper; .

Since, for any core of mass M and compressidﬁ Cc, the number of crits is given by
equation (2.13), the efficiency of the corresponding fission weapon can be obtained directly
from the curve. A different curve is used, of course, for each core material. Variations in
the ratio of core-tamper compressions and in the neutronic thickness of the tamper are taken
into account in estimating the critical mass. For composite cores, containing both piutonium
and oralloy, semi-empirical adjustments are required to make the crits method applicable to
sugp systems. -

' The crits method has been found to provide a rapid and reliable procedure for calculat- N
ing efficiencies. Its main advantage over the Bethe-Feynman formula lies in the fact that the
difficult and uncertain neutron theory calculations of @ and & for each case are avoided. The C
basic curve showing the variation of the efficiency with the number of crits is determined by

applying the Bethe-Feynman formula to a simple system for which this formula is known to be !

" UNCLASSIFIED
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2.2 Factors Affecting Efficiency

Effect of Impurities on Efficiency

It was seen in Section 1.2 that the presence of impurities in the fissile material results
in an increase in the critical mass. Hence, the number of crits present in a given mass of
fissile material will decrease as the proportion of impurity increases. As seen above, a de-
crease in the number of crits' means a decrease of efficiency. Consequently, the efficiency
of a weapon will suffer appreciably if nonfissionable impurities are present. For this and
other reasons, as will shortly be evident, it is desirable that the fissionable material be as
pure as possible. Some indication of the effects on the energy yield of plutonium-240 as an
impurity will be given below (Table 2.4).

Effect of Predetonation on Efficiency

The time at which the fission chain is initiated is of paramount importance in deterTMi‘ng _

.

ing the yield of a given weapon.‘i}

. <

F oo

fhere is a certain probabirlit»wal;at the fission chain will be initiated during this
[ ST N
period by a background neutron, but the chance that this will occur at optimum compression
is very small. Consequently, it is essential that a neutron source, such as described in

Section 1.5, be included to initiate the chain reaction at the proper time.

o

The effect of predetonation* can be illustrated by reference to Fig. 2.2, in which the I

i

ordinates are either the number, N, of critical masses, i.e, crits, or a, the multiplication jf

i

*The term '"predetonation" as used at LASL refers to initiation before maximum supercriti-
cality. Preinitiation, used by some workers, would be a more appropriate term, but there
appears to be little prospect of its general adoption.

- 40 -
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¢ from the beginning of the ass
PREDETONATION RANGE rom the beginning o e assembly of a
: f-{gun-type weapon or compression of an im-

\‘——NUCLEAR EXPLOSION N ,
* > i plosion weapon. The numerical values
OPTIMUM INITIATION . - _
o | 4 ' given for N and a are not exact and are
j\\ \(_NO NUCLEAR - . intended merely as an indication of the
< EXPLOSION
N N changes which occur. The times; on the
a
N \ , other hand, are fairly representative of an
\ : implosion weapon. The horizontal dotted
| 7 —_ = —r _— = — l; —=0 line represents the situation for a system
PREDETONATION ; that is just critical, i.e., N=1, a =0.
o é IIO ., Actually, the curves for N and for a as
TIME (;J.SCC) functions of time are somewhat different,
o and the maxima do not necessarily coin-
Fig. 2.2 cide. AHowever, for the present qualitative

discussion, a single curve. is adequate.

At zero time the fissile material is shbcritical,ﬂ i.e., N<1, and o is negative, but as —=
compression (or assembly) occurs the value of N increases and a becomes positive, i.e., the
system becomes supercritical. If, for some reason, there were no nuclear explosion, the
fissile material would suffer decompression, due to its elasticity, after reaching the compres-
. sion maximum, as indicated by the broken line in Fig. 2.2. In the case of a gun weapon, the
_parts may fly apart due to the impact.

The optimum yield will obviously be obtaiped if initiatinon occurs at the waxumum of kthe
curve, i.e., when N has its maximum value’lg is at this instant, a few microseconds after
compression starts, that the chainﬁ shduld berﬂiJiiitiated by the special neutron source. In this
event, the whole nuclear explosion will be over in 0.25 to 0.75 usec, as stated in Section 1:{1’

'N'If a neutron entered the core in the period between that at which N = 1, @ = 0 and thé

maximum of the curve, i.e., while the system is supercritical but before maximum super-
criticality is attained, an explosion would occur, but since N would not be as large as is pos- :
sible, the efficiency will be low. Thus, in order to attain the highest efficiency, predetonation
must be avoided. The same will also be true, of course, for postdetonation, i.e., initiation |
after the maximum of compression has been passed.

The variation of yield with time of initiation may be calculated by any of the methods
given above for the determination of efficiency. All that is necessary is to introduce the ‘

values of N, a, p; etc., which are appropriate to the explosion time in each case. !;The values

aC ‘K:EXEX) 41 -
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of ¢ will, of course, pass through a maximum, corresponding to the instant of maximum

supercriticality.

Oralloy: Neutron Background and Predetonation Probability

In view of the loss of efficiency that would result from predetonation, it is necessary
to consider the question of background neutrons, due to spontaneous fission and to the action
of alpha particles on light nuclei. Nuclear reactions of the latter type are referred to as
(a,n) reactions.

Because of the relatively low rates of spontaneous fission of both uranium-235 and -238,
the number of neutrons due to this cause in oralloy is very small. Further, as a result of
the very long half lives 6f both these isotopes, the rate of alpha particle emission is very
low. The third naturally occurring isotope, uranium-234, has a half life of 2.35 x 104 years,
and so emits alpha particles at an appreciable rate. This isotope is present to the extent of
about 1.1 per cent in oralloy. However, the rate of neutron liberation in oralloy as a result

of (a,n) reactions with light elements is not very large. -

(" The_total bWMprMamwmmg@m&%ﬁ

’ per kg. . ';J\
E o B, is the probghility that a-background neutron \é"
will be available in the fissile material during the period that the core is supercritical, and ;

s\ I-’2 is the probability that this neutron will be able to start a fission éhain? then the probability,},i

! P, of predetonation is given by H g

Y

Y P=1 -ePlpz T

(2.14)

g ~*pP P, ,

i the approximate form being applicable when P1P2 is small.

It should be pointed out that Pz is a function of time and that both Pl and P2 depend, -

{0 some extent, on the position of the neutron and other variables. For the present purpose,

which is to draw general conclusions only, specific values will be assigned to both P1 and Pz.
A neutron may either escape from the system altogether, or be captured in a nonfission re-
action, or produce fission. DAlthough the probabilities of these three processes are by no
means équal, it will be postulated here that P2 has an average value of 0.3 over the predeto- D&

nation period, in all cases. §




Tamper and Initiator Background
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Plutonium: Neutron Background

With plutonium the situation as regards background neutrons is very different from that

with oralloy. Not only is the spontaneous fission rate of plutonium-240 {an inevitable impurity)
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high, but, in addition, the moderately short half life of plutonium-239 means a considerable

rate of alpha-particle emission which can lead to neutron production by (a,n) reactioni’

s

L , i —
The elements which have appreciable cross sections for (a,n) reactions are those with
mass numbers of about 30 or less.

e PSR S

W,
W

_‘ It should be noted that the amounts refer to each

individual element if it alone is present. If there are several present, as will usually be the
case, then if ¢ is the concentration of the element i in parts per million, the sum of the

ci/qi values for all the elements must not exceed unity, where q, for each element is that
given in Table 2.2.

Predetonation Probability with Plutonium i
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Tt is of interest to mention here that when the nuclear fission bomb was first planned,

it was designed as a gun-type weapon, since it was felt that this would provide a simple and
reliable method for rapidly attaining supercriticality. However, when plutonium became avail-
able in quantity, and the high background rate of neutron production due to spontaneous fission
of plutonium-240 was discovered, a complete change of outlook was necessary. It was then
that consideration was given to the much more difficult problem of converting a subcritical
mass of fissile material to the supercritical system by compression in an extremely short
interval of time by means of an implosion.

The chief difficulty anticipated in the design of an implosion weapon was the production
of a shock wave having reasonably good spherical symmetry, so as to provide uniform and,
hence, virtually instantaneous compression of a subcritical sphere of fissile material. When
this problem was solved, by the methods to be described later, the smaller predetonation
probabilities and the higher efficiencies attainable resulted in a concentration of attention upon

weapons of the implosion type.

)

EA

The smaller the permissible proportion ofgbiutonium-240 in the fissile :aterial, the
shorter will be the exposure time, expressed in MWD/T, of the fuel element- 11 the production
reactors {see Section 1.5). Consequently, material of low plutonium-240 contrt, i.e., with a

low neutron background, will be both scarce and costly. It is desirable, there: o, in the de-

sign of implosion weapons to determine if plutonium of higher MWD/T valu: - « .. be utilized.

RS .
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Effect of Background Neutrons and Material Dilution on Yield
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The estimates of predetonation probabilities due to the presence of plutonium-240 have

been intended only to give an indication of their orders of magnitude. r

in Chapter 4.

In addition to the yield loss from ;;rr"éaéctﬁ;nation, i.;..,”the predetoﬂéi;n ;)Arobability, which

is statistical in nature and can be determined only as an average loss for a large number of

i
A

e

bombs, there is another loss which occurs for each individual bomb.

to as material dilution, and is due to the dilution of the plutonium by the less reactive 240-

isotope.

240-isotope.

This is usually referred

—

&
W
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The valu;sarerelatlve t'c;wthe' eff1c1ency foi; plutdnium containing none of the
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convergent (or implosion) wave. In order to insure maximum symmetry of the implosion wave

‘\ the spread of firing times over the surface of the sphere must be very small.

I

= ey

| This is largely because it appears that when only a limited space is

—

SRT

} available, it is better ut1hzed in other ways, as w111 be explamed later.

k - ‘,r\/\_"

The implosion shock wave travels through the tamper and then strikes the core of the
fissile material. As a result of the steadily decreasing volume into which the shock moves,
there is a greatly increased concentration of shock energy, and a corresponding increase in com-
pression, as the wave travels toward the center. The highest compression is thus attained in
the core where it is needed. As the core is compressed in this manner the previously sub-
critical mass becomes supercritical and a divergent fission chain can be maintained. When the
shock wave arrives at the center of the core, it brings about activation of the neutron source or
initiator. Consequently, neutrons are introduced into the core and the fission chain is initiated
at a time close to the instant of maximum compression, ' As already seen, maximum compression

is a reasonable criterion for optimum energy yield.
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The large uncertainties indicated are due to differences in the results obtained by the two
~__standard methods for determining bomb yields (see Chapter 6). /

- e - e R ——

e - === Itis of interest to give some idea -

} g of the time scale in a fission bomb ex- ;

plosion, . The elapsed time between firing :

ng ( the detoﬁators and the initiation of the ’

8! ‘ fission chain by the central neutron sourcegzE

g\@ is called the transit timg;f T
o

Principle of the Lens System § - ‘ e

The fundamental laws underlying the propagation of detonation waves are analogous fo those

INCLASSIFIED |
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S S J/~~  When the shock wave prodﬁ'(':'ecri‘ by the detonation of the
___, " HE inner charge enters the tamper, the latter moves forward,
; with the attached pusher, through the air space with increasing
g 9;) velocity. As a result, when the tamper reaches the core, it
~ strikes the latter a tremendous, hammer-like blow, More
energy is thereby transferred to the core, which is consequently
more highly compressed than would be the case in the absence
of a free run.
e T R e N RSO
Fig. 3.4 i
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This results 'Y

e K

- “from the fact that plutomum produces on the average, about

2.9 prompt neutrons per fission, whereas uranium-235 vields

2
ey
“‘ ‘é’

about 2.5 neutrons. Because its chances of escape are less,
a neutron originating in the center of the fissile core has a
greater probability of causing fission than one produced in the
outer portions. The over-all fission rate and energy yield are
thus markedly dependent on the fission rate near the center
of the core. Since plutonium produces more neutrons pe
fission than does oralloy, it will have a higher a value, i. .,
a high multiplication rate. Consequently, in a spherical cc-e

consisting of a plutonium center and an oralloy outer region,

0 o A o i 5

. the neutron density in the latter will be appreciably greater

Fig. 3.5 -+ | than 1f the core consisted entirely of oralloy

P . s
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Fig, ‘3. 6
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3.3 Design of Implosion Bombs

The HE System
The design of an implosion bomb involves a combination of theoretical hydrodynamic cal-

culations, performed with the aid of computing machines, empirical relationships, based on
previous experience, and experimental tests of various components and assemblies. It is not

necessary to treat the problem in detail here, and a general outline of the approach used will
1

()

RS i o
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General Considerations’
As indicated at the outset, the first step in the design of a new weapon, using accepted

principles, is to make machine and other calculations based upon hydrodynamic theory and em-

pirical data obtained in various tests and experiments. If the general results of these calcu-

lations ‘appear promising, then the individual components are designed and tested individually and.

finally in various assemblies. The details of design and testing will be discussed in subsequent

chapters.
’ It has been assumed, so far, that established and proven concepts are used in weapon de- 1
. sign. From time to time, however, new ideas are proposed or old ones are revived.| . ) l
; They are, of cou;.s;),‘:"“s/ﬁbjee«ted to both theoretical and experimental tests before




a decision is made concerning their value and possible incorporation in new weapons.. Some

UNCLASSIFIED

of these new principles will be examined below.

3.4 Gun-Type Weapons

L

‘Components of Gun-Type Weapons | R L@
The de51gn of gun-type weapons is a much SImpler problem than is the case for implosion {i

weapons. | - R _ﬂ{

The pr1nc1ple of the gun- type deswn may be understc;ecﬂiﬂlfr;i;li Fig. 3. 10, i

—e

e i
R N

e

PRI
i et

Fig. 3.10 (‘:
ﬁr: In order to explode the weapon the detonator at the left end of Fig 3.10, is flred and 7%
N,é this causes ignition of the propellant. o
P V'When it is completely

& %
seated, the 1mpact activates the polomum berylhum 1mt1ator and neutrons are mJected very close < ﬂ\

Fony e

to the instant of maximum supercriticality., The fission chain is initiated and the weapon ex-
plodes. !

'l
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The tamper in the gun-type weapon serves two functions whlch are the same as in im- :;
e
plosion weapons, i.e,, neutronic and inertial tampine. !

e

b
“

i
[PUTPI S B
[

/ employing the same amount of fissile material. The absence of compression in the gun-type

t’
i
i

,z weapon is the primary reason for this dlfference

BE— s

)

‘While the fundamental de51gn principles of the gun-type weapon have remained essentially

unchanged, a number of improvements have been introduced and proposed. 71These will be re-

ferred to in Chapter 5, where the constructional details of various forms of this weapon are
described.

Design of Gun-Type Weapons

Because of their lower efficiency and, apparently, limited range of energy yield, as com-

pared with imploswn bombs, the de51gn of gun-type weapons has not received great attention,

P U RE—— s o oo e
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impurities as in oralloy, the background is estimated to be 35 to 50 neutrons/sec per kg, as

e SN

compared with a total of 2 neutrons/sec per kg for oralloy. Nevertheless, the former value

\J(bi T is very much less than for 200 MWD/T plutonium, which has a background of 16, 000 neutrons/?ec

i per kg. , - IS — :
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General Principles

3.6 Doosting

It should be noted thatb the contribuiion of the energy released j\ o
. W/an{; in the thermonuclear reaction is small compared A
. with that produced by fission.

KCLASSTFIED
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Nkfi-hally, the average T
“number of neutrons released in fission by 14-Mev neutrons is more than four. Since this is
larger than the normal values given in Table 1,1, there is a consequent further addition to the
- . neutron population,
\é:b The ratio of the efficiency (or yield) of a boosted device to that for the same device with-
o out boosting, is called the boosting factor,
Lo
n
;
Tests of Boosting _
. i ’;:; (ﬁﬁ"@‘mThe first test of boosting was made in the Item shot (Greenhouse, 1951).
By . e : H
)

o,
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B{{“tﬁg ~r"1:11~11—ta;'y,~1t was found that the 1E22 detonator would not

R

""As a result of field tests
Consequently, some constructional changes have been made to pro-

The new form is being called the 1E25 and it is proposed

withstand rough handling.

vide additional mechanical strength,
for use in conjunction with ring lenses in the TX-13 bomb which is not yet in production.

W | ) p
L e ] o .. | AS a re-
sult, the 1E23 was produced. [ :
&
!
bt
é
|
/
!
i L

A section through the middle of a 1E24 detonator is shown in Fig. 4.3. |

S .
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T 3ince simultaneity is an important requirement of a set of detonators, special care is

’” taken to insure uniformity in the composition and density of the explosive materials. The di-

y

mensions of these substances in the detonator and of the bridge wire must be exact, within

: 2
¥ close tolerances., The necessity for careful control of all components involves numerous in-

{“i spections at all stages of production. v-/w
 —_—

Detonator Testing

Prior to assembly, the parts of a detonator are gaged and the head, containing the electrical
connections, is examined radiographically to detect internal faults, as will be described shortly.
When assembled, the detonator is inspected visually, important external dimensions are /gaged,
and the resistance of the bridge wire is measured. A selected number of detonators are then
subjected to destructive testing,

Three types of firing tests are performed; these are determination of (a) simultaneity, (b)
transit time, and (c) threshold (or minimum) voltage required to detonate the bridge wire. The
detonators are manufactured in lots of about 1250 under conditions which should make them as
nearly identical as possible. Of each lot, 132 are selected at random for destructive testing:
112 for simultaneity, 10 for transit time, and 10 for threshold voltage. This number is re-
garded as being large enough to represent a good sample.

Simultaneity is investigated by the rotating mirror camera method (RMC)* which will be
explained with the aid of Fig. 4.4. A set of 28 detonators and two bare bridge wires are
placed horizontally, in a direction perpendicular to the plane of the paper. The purpose of the
two bridge wires is to provide fiducial or reference points for timing purposes. The detonators
and bridge wires are attached to a special X-unit of precision construction, so that they can be
fired simultaneously. When the shock wave emerges from the detonator after firing, lLight is

produced and this is focused by the objective lens system onto a horizontal slit, parallel to the

g

line of detonators. } H

i
b

*This rotating mirror camera is also called a ""smear" or "streak" camera or a Bowen-type
camera; however, the original Bowen device was not a smear camera, but a high-speed
framing camera using a rotating mirror,




UNCLASSIFIED

FILM

IMAGE OF SLIT

’ / DETONATORS AND

;0 « BRIDGE WIRES
/ /
- — /= — — e — — _— e—
/ T T == T R
CAMERA LENS /| OBJECTIVE LENS
ROTATING MIRROR HORIZONTAL SLIT
Fig, 4.4

As the mirror rotates, the first light picked up is that from the two bare bridge wires,
and these leave traces (or streaks) on the film, which appear after development, There is then
an interval during which the detonation waves are traveling through the 28 detonators. As each
wave emerges from the face of the detonator, the light emitted produces its effect on the film.
If all the detonators fired absolutely simultaneously, then all detonator streaks would start at
precisely the same level on the film, and any deviations from simultaneity can be readily de=
tected. From a knowledge of the rate of rotation of the mirror, and the distance from it to the

film, displacement of the streaks on the film can be converted into intervals of time.[

©

FT

T The procedure described above is carried out with four groups of 28 detonators, and ~faiTare—

of any one of the 112 to fire, or inability to meet the simultaneity specifications given above,
results in rejection of the complete lot of 1250 or so detonators. It is for this reason that the
lots are not made too large, yet sufficiently large for a reasonable number to remain after re-
moval of samples for testing.

Although the primary purpose of the rotating mirror camera procedure isto test simulta-

neity, it can be used to determine the time elapsing between bursting of the bridge wire and

NCLASSIFIED
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somewhat as in Fig, 4,6, Since the fixed time interval is known, the transit time of the de-

~—SWITCH CLOSED
r~SHOCK REACHES DETONATOR FACE

\ 1

r—— FIXED TIME INTERVAL

Fig. 4.6

tonator, between closing the firing switch and the appearance of the shock wave at the face,

\D@ can be determined.ﬁé AAAAA

It should be noted that the transit time includes the interval between closing the switch
and the explosion of the bridge wire; this differs somewhat from the value obtained by the

RMC method, since in the latter case the fiducial signal is provided by the exploding bridge

wire,

T
>
S
\

ilf the detonator fails to fire, it is replaced by another,

- ? as the bridge wire will undoubtedly have been destroyed. r

"Radiographic Testing
In the radiographic testing of detonators, X-rays of relatively low voltage 140 to 120 kv)

' pass through the object to be examined and then fall on a radiographic fiim, which is sub-
sequently developed. The procedure is, in fact, exactly similar to that emploved 1n medical
and dental radiographs. The plastic head of every detonator, which contains the bridge wire
and its connections, is examined by this method for internal defects that cannct he seen or de-

tected in any other way. Two radiographs are taken from two directions .t rizht angles, so

that the positions of various components can be determined.
-9 -
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Thus, in the noncritical region ;ome reliance is placed on the judgment of the

observer.

%
3

S s

Environmental Tests

Because detonators may be required to operate under extreme conditions of temperature,
humidity, altitude, etc., as dictated by military expediency, they are subjected to a variety of
so-called environmental tests. For example, they are test fired at both very low temperatures,
e.g., -65°F and sometimes as low as -90°F, and at very high temperatures, e.g., 165°F, after
being maintained at these temperatures for some time. The effects of short exposures to very
high temperatures, to which a nuclear fission warhead in a guided missile might be exposed,
are also examined. The detonators must operate at high altitudes, up to 35,000 feet, * and
over a considerable range of humidities.

The effect of storage in various climates is investigated by artifical simulation of the con-
ditions. This includes temperature cycling, equivalent to the day and night variations that might
be encountered in arctic, tropic, and desert regions.

Extensive and continuous testing is performed to determine the effect of temperature and
humidity on the life of a detonator in storage. This insures that stockpiled detonators have not
deteriorated. Non-propagating storage cases have been designed, so that if one detonator is ac-
cidentally set off, the others in the case will not be affected.

As an aspect of the environmental testing, detonators have been subjected to gasoline fires
and hot oil. Although burning occurred, there was no explosion. The effect of impact has been
studied and the results show that the detonators are remarkably safe. Some tests have been
made with the HE system of a Mark 7 having the projecting 1E23 detonators installed. Five

complete HE assemblies were dropped from a height of 40 feet on to a thick steel slab backed

*The firing system (X-unit) will not function at substantially higher altitudes, because leakage
occurs due to electrical discharges at low pressures.
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by concrete. A fzw detonations of a low order occurred, which may have been due to the

fast component (Composition B) of the lenses. The lenses and HE inner charges suffered severe
mechanical damage; so also did many of the detonators but they did not explode. In a similar
impact test with five Mark 12 HE assemblies, with buried (1E24) detonators, there was no in-
dication of either detonation or burning of the detonators or HE inner charge, although me-

chanical damage was considerable.

4.3 The Lens and Inner Charge System

Lens Design




The Ring Lens |
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HE Components of Lenses

The fast-explosive component, which has remained almost unchanged throughout the
development of implosion weapons, is known as Composition B, | It consists of 60 parts by
weight of RDX and 40 of TNT (trinitrotoluene). * In addition to Abeing a stable but powerful
explosive, it is readily available, 'The detonation velocity of Composition B in-rod form, i.e., -
the so-called '"stick rate," is about 7900 meters/sec, and although explosives with higher de-
tonation velocities are available, so that the refractive index may be increased, they have
various drawbacks, with regard to stability, fabrication, handling, availability, etc., as com-

pared to Composition B,

s 2 e

*In order to introduce some system into the naming of explosives, it has been proposed to refer
to Composition B as cyclotol 60/40., By convention, a name ending in "ol tndicates the pre-
sence of TNT.
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main headings: a) physical methods, (b) analytical téchniques, (c) radiographic methnds,

and (d) test firing. 'In addition, environmental tests, similar to those described for detonators,
are made with samples of lens systems and inner charges.

\?@\3

- A
|
—
Analyticra:l’ Aiééhniques are destructive in nature and are concerned with a detailed examina-
tion of a number of samples obtained from different parts of a single piece. Determinations
! H
are made of density and composition to insure uniformity. These are, of course, important
factors in connection with the symmetry of the spherical implosion wave, l
b@
J‘vn—/j
I T

Radlogra{pufxicwmethods“arg é&;foved both _fs‘x"nal‘x;lﬁity c_(‘)ntroi“;hd to determine acceptability.

They are nondestructive and are consequently applied to all finished products, as well as in some
- ﬂ‘—*\—.
~ intermediate stages.

Because the heavy element barium is rather opaque to X-rays, radiations
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Inner charges are examined tadiographically for cavities, impurities, and defects of various

kinds. The whole of the inner charge is important and so there are no noncritical regions.
Since inner charges are not subjected to routine firing tests, as are lenses, the radiographic
procedure acquires special significance. However, the perfarmance (or quality) of inner charges
is determined indirectly in the course of other measurements, to be described below.

The radiographic technique is primarily applicable to the detection of discrete defects

having definite boundaries. |

For a given material, this absorption will depend on the product of the thickness

and density; thus, it may be possible to detect, in a nondestructive manner, gradual changes

of density which cannot be observed radiographically.

Test Firing of HE Lenses

Thé purpose of test firings is to determine the transit time of a lens, i. é., the time for
the detonation to travel from the face of the detonator to the lower face of the lens, and also
to study the variations, if any, in emergence time of the shock wave at points across the face,

For this test, anywhere from 2 to 10 per cent of the lenses of a given batch are-selected-so——r

as to form a representative sample.‘{‘ ! ’

— L

- s - — H
- - ~ i

gap, the ionization produced causes a condenser to be discharged and a signal is transmitted

to a rasterscope (or raster oscilloscope). This instrument gives a series of traces, each
successive one below the other, over a period of time; accurate time interval pulses are super-
imposed on the rasterscope pattern. A schematic representation of the electrical circuit is

given in Fig. 4.18,
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CC-XFXE[ "to the shock wave emerging from its base discharges
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h one condenser, and this causes a deflection on the ‘

I/ rasterscope trace. Then as the wave proceeds and

\D(b ﬁ {emerges from the face of the lens, the seépnd con-
second dgﬂe@tion ép-

¢ denser 1is discharged, and a
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pears,

[ The distance between the two
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{deflections on the trace, which is recorded by means

«of a camera, is then a measure of the transit time
of the detonation wave through the lens, The actual
gtransit time is obtained by making use of super- 1
%;{imposed time pulses on the rasterscope trace,

: %Some experimental values of transit times for various
HE systems are given in Table 4.1 (below).

: ' Simultaneously with the performance of the

| foregoing measurements, of transit times, the

j
- emergence times of the luminous detonation front at

Fig. 4.1 ‘points across the lens face are being studied by

‘means of rotating mirror (streak) camera(._\_; The

iy

procedure is exactly similar to that described in Section 4.2, for the testing of detonators.

-

The slit shown in Fig. 4.19 is arranged so that the camera picks up the light from a strip

across the middle of the face of the 1ens.§

If the luminosity appeared at exactly the same instant across the whole lens face, the

developed film would show a dark streak with a sharp, straight boundary. Actually, because

of the variations in emergence times of the shock front, the boundary shows irregularities,
By magnifying the image from the film, it is possible to determine accurately the emergence
times at a series of points across the lens face, with reference to the earliest emergence

The results are then represented graphically with the time as abscissae and the

UNCLASSIFIED
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/_,,\1_ | studied, since the lens may not have axial symmetry. An’

L approach to this ideal has been made by using a number of

3 parallel slits, in place of a single slit, so that the whole
X‘FTE face is essentially covered at the same time. Howsaver, the

S ‘ ordinary rotating mirror method cannot be used without

modification because the various streaks would overlap.
e T

streaks obtained by the rotating mirroi-. camera from
"f several slits simultaneously are thus quite narrow and
~ there is no overlap.

, The technique involved in the multislit method is some-

Fig. 4.20 what complicated, and so it is not generally used for lens
testing. ?Its main application so far has been in an ex-
perimental study of the time spread, over a fairly large area, of the detonation wave as it

leaves the lens and passes through various thicknesses of I1.C.

" Environmental Tests of Lenses and Inner Charges |
As described in Section 4.2 for detonators, both lenses and inner charges are subjeéted

to low (-90°F) and high (165°F) temperatures and also to temperature and humidity variations
such as might be encountered under arctic, tropic, or desert conditions. ; Examination is made
for significant changes in dimensions, for mechanical damage, e.g., stress cracks, and for the
appearance of excessive exudation from the HE materials. Tests are being planned in which

the HE system will be fired at both temperature extremes to determine the relationship between

temperature and transit time.

Summary of HE Systems
For convenient reference, a summary of the characteristics of the HE systems in stock-

pile, in production, or which will soon be production, is given in Table 4. 1({‘_

UN CLASSIFIED‘
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In the study of implosion phenomena, photographic methods are chiefly applied to investigate

the motion of metal surfaces, e.g,, of the tamper or ball. In this way, the effects of perturba-
tions in the detonation wave and in the shock wave, which may be due to the supporting struc-
ture for the ball, may be examined. Although the photographic technique is not generally em-
ployed for routine testing or design, it is used in trying out new ideas. For this purpocse, a

sinE)‘l& rapid, and inexpensive procedure has been developed.

A plane
lens produces a plane detonation wave,

which passes through the layer of HE,

Fig. 4.25 o

16)

- ' Thé rate> ahd uniformity of the

movement of the free surface is studied by drawing a rectangular grid pattern on the lower sur-

face of the plate. l_

[Advanced models

o1 this rotating mirror camera have been 'élié's"i”griéd’ which will takeA;Tcmt;?e; at rates up to 3.5
million per second. The intense illumination of short duration required for these very brief
exposures is obtained by passing a shock wave, produced by a detonation in HE, through a
column of argon.

The plane lens and the HE used to produce the flash in argon are fired simultaneously,
and a series of photographs of the grid, either perpendicularly or at a slant angle, are taken
by the high-speed camera. From the pictures made at an angle it is possible to calculate the
free surface velocity of the metal plate, In addition, from an examination of the grid, preferably
in a direct view, qualitative information can be obtained concerning the symmetry of the shock

wave. Results secured in this manner can be confirmed, if necessary, by means of a spherical

implosion system with a grid drawn on a hemispherical surface.
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In addition to the procedure just described, high-speed photography is used to produce pro-
file shadowgraphs, i.e., edge-on views, of a plate subjected to the action of a shock wave. In-
formation concerning departure from uniformity of motion can be detected in this manner.

On the whole, high-speed photography is best suited to qualitative studies; it is particularly
valuable in providing a physical picture of the effects of a shock wave produced in a given
manner. If more exact quantitative data are required the rotating-mirror streak camera, de-
scribed in Section 4.2, is used to amplify the observations. The multiple slit procedure, re-
ferred to in Section 4.4, can provide quantitative information concerning leads and lags in the
shock front at free surfaces. The photographs obtained with the high-speed framing camera
facilitate the interpretation of the streaks.

High-speed, flash photography, like the other two methods of studying implosion effects,
is used to derive equation of state data for metals at high pressures for theoretical calculations.

In fact, this is the main application at the present time. Fortunately, the three procedures

~do not duplicate one another, as each is best suited to a particular range of pressures.f —

The photographic techhique is then particularly convehient, as described above.‘J

Radar Technique

A proposal for the use of radar in the study of the rate of propagation of the detonation

wave, and the effect upon it of convergence, in the inner charge system is under development,
Due to the ionization it produces, the surface of a detonation wave is a gbod electrical con- R
ductor and so reflects radar waves, i.e., electromagnetic waves of short wave length, about

3 cm. Because the detonation front is in motion, the frequency of the reflected radar waves
differs from that of the incident waves, as the result of a type of Doppler effect. From the
beat frequency arising from the combination of incident and reflected waves, the velocity of

the detonation front can be determined.
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Chapter 5

Components Design and Testing: The Nuclear Systeni

5.1 Pit and Capsule Characteristics

Pit and Capsule Defined —
75" The portion of an implosion bomb lying within the HE system consists essentially of
7\ two components: the pit and the capsule. ‘

B ——

Fig. 5.1
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¢ ' positioning of the capsule within the pit is performed while the weapon is airborne, the process

i\i\s referred to as "in-flight insertion," abbreviated to IFIL.

Characteristics of Pits

S i st . ;‘;3 O S R,
of the impdrtant characteristics of the pits referred to above are summarized in

Some

Table 5.1.
|

Table 5.1 Characteristics of Pits

Characteristics of Capsule Balls
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.  For reasons connected with the limited life;%) :

e v—

M/) of?ﬂé neutron (polonium—ber;il“i;.x}ﬁ )Nsource which initiates the fission chain, capsule balls
> P
4. must be disassembled from time to time and provisions for this must be made in their con- F
1" struction. ' i

,/? The outer radii and compositions of the capsule balls are given in Table 5.2; the per é/

' i/ cent plutonium indicates the proportion this element represents of the total fissile material. ©
G e s e o e — -—-g—-—-—é
i

§ Table 5.2  Characteristics of Capsule Balls i
|
|
i
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to plutonium metal; an argon atmosphere is maintained to prevent oxidation of the latter.
Considerable heat is evolved in the chemical reactions which occur, and metallic plutonium,
melting point 635°C when pure, drops to the bottom of the crucible and is removed as a
button upon cooling. It is of interest to mention that all the foregoing processes are now
performed by remote control.
Because the critical mass of plutonium is greater in the absence of water, it is per-
missible to operate with larger quantities in the dry stages. Thus, clean plutoniwmn turnings
or filings, obtained from metal fabrication processes, are added either to the fluorination or
to the reduction stages for recovery. The metallic buttons obtained may weigh up to 750 grams.
During the reduction process gallium metal is added to form a plutonium-gallium alloy

containing 1 per cent by weight of the latter element. The purpose of the gallium is to stabi-

W‘llzﬂ%mummm,m the delta-phase formj—




W0

'If the plutonium hemispheres pass the foregoing tests they are then examined radio-
graphically and by autoradiography. The radiographic test, using gamma rays from cobalt-60,

will detect the presence of cavities, cracks, etc. If these are in excess of a certain minimum

size and number, the part is rejected.E

Oralloy Production and Fabrication

As stated in Chapter 1, oralloy, in the form of uranium hexafluoride, is obtained from
the gaseous-diffusion plants. It is then of sufficient purity not to require further processing
before reduction to metal, by the method given in Section 1.5. Nevertheless, the material is
analyzed to make sure that the light-element impurities are not excessive. The metal, which

does not have such good metallurgical properties as delta-phase plutonium, is fabricated by

vacuum casting followed by machining to shape. i




g
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i%ecoverry of Plutonium a.r—;d Oralloy

Because of their value as fissile materials, all residues of plutonium and oralloy are
carefully collected for recovery. Plutonium in the form of metal, e.g., turnings, filings, etc.,
or of oxide, formed in casting, is dissolved in nitric acid with a little hydrofluoric acid.

From the resulting nitrate solution (or slurry), plutonium peroxide is precipitated by hydrogen
peroxide and sent to the plutonium production line. ' Magnesium oxide crucibles and molds and
the calcium fluoride-iodide slag remaining from tfié metal reduction stage. are dissolved in
nitric acid containing aluminum nitrate. The plutonium is then recovered either by diréct
extraction in tributylphosphate (TBP) diiuted with kerosene, or extraction after an intermediate
stage involving volume reduction by precipitation of the plutonium with calcium oxalate as
carrier. Organic matter such as clean-up paper, rags, etc., are first incinerated and the
residual ash is then treated as just described.

Oralloy turnings and oxide residues are dissolved in nitric acid and after two stages of
precipitation with hydrogen peroxide, to insure high purity, the resulting uranium peroxide is
converted mainly to U308 by heat and is then reduced by hydrogen to the dioxide, UOZ' The
action of hydrogen fluoride gas converts this to the tetrafluoride and the metal is finally ob-
tained by heating with calcium. Magnesium oxide crucibles, slag, and other residues are
treated in a manner similar to that used to recover plutonium. The materials are dissolved

in nitric acid with aluminum nitrate and the uranium is extracted by means of TBP in kero-
sene. %X‘g\\:bg
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5.4 The Fission-Chain Initiator

%)
\:;\ The Tom Im*lator

2

§

Z The initiators in general use produce neutrons by the

\ (a,n) reaction upon berylhum w1th polomum as the source of the alpha particles (Section 1.5).

1




)
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Fig. 5.9
e —
‘ [ Although the efficacy of the Tom initiator has been proven
4}\ ;‘ in several test explosions of complete bombs; a detailed _study of
‘ some of its characteristics has been made.'j?f
e

o

N | (INCLASSIFIED

*The maximum rate of neutron production is 2.8 neutrons/usec per curie of polonium, for the

(a,n) reaction with beryllium.
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during storage. The purpose of the first is to determine the strength in curies so as to make
sure - it lies within the acceptable limits.r__f This is done by measuring the intensity of the

gamma rays by means of a Geiger, or other, counter.

0

UNCLASSIFIED

Fabrication of Tom Initiators . \,_:l.

e i
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5.5 External Initiators

One problem in the use of an externally activated initiator is that of precise timing. For

this purpose, it is necessary to know the transit time of the bomb, from the triggering of the

X-unit to the time the implosion shock wave reaches the center of the core.!L




The ENS Initiator
The new external initiator, called the ENS (Experimental Neutron Source), makes use of

the fact that 14-Mev neutrons are released in the T-D reaction, between tritium and deuterium

nuclei. However, the energy required to make the reaction take place is here supplied by ac-
celerating tritium ions (tritons) in an electrical field; these high-energy ions then impinge

upon, and react with, deuterium nuclei.




R
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The total weight of the present ENS and time-delay unit is just over 100 pounds and its volume

is about 2 cu. ft.

—

The neutron

“yield of the ENS initiator is more than sufficient to meet these requirements.

The reliability of the ENS system has been proved in numerous tests, although it has

not yet been used in an actual weapon.*,

e Y o i MY -

5.6 Details of Gun-Type Weapons

Introduction

As previously indicated, the gun-type bomb was the first nuclear fission weapon considered

i S e rane]

T
and was also the first to be used in combat.f’i

UNCLASSIFIED

*A definite development program aimed at the design and production of an externally initiated
implosion weapon has been started.
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1 rAlthough the various components

could be treated in turn, as w1th 1mplosmn weapons it is more convenient, in the present case,

to consider each gun-type weapon model as a whole. . .

Since the LB (Little Boy) bomb is now obsolete, it will be referred to very briefly.f

v s

&)

[

The length of thé‘ VLB was 128 inches, including the 32-inch tail, and its dla;n:ater with 1ts

ballistic envelope, was 28 inches; it welghed 8900 pounds largely due to the very massive

@ steel case. i

The Mark 8 Weapon

}This figure

“also indicates some of the more 1mportant dimensional characteristics ‘of the warhead of the

bomb.

TASS TFIED
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Wully loaded weapons can be
—‘safelystoredbldeby side in any félafi’ii_’éf""ﬁo"s’i’t‘ions. In flight, safing is achieved by tapes on
the arming mechanism, which interrupt the pyrotechnic chain; these are pulled out before the
bomb is dropped.
The Abner Initiator -
] ) -
T The initiator designed for the Mark 8 weapon is called the Abner, shown in Séction in
,__Fig. 5.14. ' T
IThe
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54.8 inches, and the diameter is 11 inches at the base; the total weight is 805 pounds, and its

maximum range is about 26,000 yards.

UNCLARSIFIED

porrany

—

The Mark 9 is said to be safe from the nuclear standpoint whe'n immersed in or filled

W1th water and in any position relative to another similar weapon. ;

e

U

The initiator employed is called the Squab and two

are used in each weapon for safety.]

v
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In addition to the counting and other inspection tests, the Squab units are radiographed,
by means of X-rays. These tests are essentially the same as those applied to the Abner in-

itiator, as described above.

The TX-11 Weapon

| In addition, it

must be capable of external carriage by an aircraft at high speeds. These requirements are

achieved by certain mechanical modifications which need not be considered here. The TX-11

bombfyill also have an improved fuzing system.
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The TX-19 Weapon

The primary requirement of the TX-19 is that it shall be an artillery shell, like the

Mark 9, but weighing about 200 pounds less, so that its range may be increased by about
5000 yards.




i,
;

T3

et

UNCLASSIFIED

a

Fabrication of Gun-Type Weapon Components

The fabrication procedures for the projectile, target, and initiator are much the same as
~those used for the components of implosion weapons. The oralloy is first cast in vacuum, and
then machmed to the proper size. J" '

a

5.7 Critical Assembly Measurements
Determmatlon of Cntlcal Mass

UNCLASS SIFTED

owever, these estlmate\s‘ }nust aiways be checked by cr1t1cal
measurements of the various partial or complete assemblies.

|
!
\

éH

H

The approach to criticality is studied by determining the neutron multiplication in a num-
ber of subcritical assemblies.

Although, by definition, a self-sustaining chain reaction is not

possible in a subcritical system, there is nevertheless some neutron multiplication, as may
be shown ifn the following manner

It was seen in Section 1.2 that if S neutrons are introduced
into a fissile system, kS neutrons will be present after the first generation, kzs after the
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As a measure of the neutron properties of a multiplying system, measurements are made

Determination of Alpha

of the multiplication rate, @, in various materials. However, instead of determining the rate
of increase of neutron density with time, the rate of decrease, after fission, is observed. The
initial rate is dependent on the same « as determines the increase of neutron density. Two
methods for estimating o have been used. In the first, less convenient, procedure, which has
hitherto been employed in only one experiment, a burst of neutrons is injected by means of a
betatron (see Section 5.5) into an assembly that is between delayed and prompt critical. A
large number of chains are thus initiated, and the prompt neutron decay rate is determined

by means of neutron counters. From this decay rate the value of the (prompt) a for the
given system can be calculated.

The alternative (Rossi) method makes use of a near (delayed) critical assembly, a
single neutron being introduced at intervals, either by spontaneous fission or from a suitable
source. Each (effective) neutron starts a chain, which soon dies out; then another chain is
started and dies out, and so on for the duration of the experiment. Thus, instead of being
subjected to the neutrons from a large number of chains almost simultaneously the counters
are exposed over an appreciable period to neutrons from a large number of chains one at a
time. The method is thus statistical in character.

The neutron counting is carried out by means of a 10-channel delay circuit. The first
channel is activated by an initiating pulse corresponding to the entry of a neutron; then, after
a pre-determined interval, the second channel is activated for a short time; then, after another
interval, the third channel is activated, and so on for intervals ranging from 0.25 psec to a
total of a few milliseconds after initiation. From the accumulated counts for the various
channels, the time rate of decay of the prompt neutrons after fission can be calculated and
a determined.

The value of o obtained in this manner, with near delayed critical asseinblies, differs
from that which applies to the highly supercritical systems in a fission weapon. By finding
experimentally how a varies with the mass of material, it is possible, in principle, to esti-
mate the multiplication rate for supercritical masses. However, such data have not yet been

applied in theoretical efficiency and yield calculations.




~ UNCLASSIFIED

The Control Point (C.P,) area is located between Frenchman and Yucca Flats near the
Yucca (dry) Lake. Here are a number of structures, including the control building where
timing and firing signals originate. This building also houses the office of the test director
and his staff, the weather service, and various scientific, electronic, and machine shop facil-
ities. The Rad-Safe section, which is responsible for radiological safety operations, including
personnel monitoring and decontamination, occupies another building in the C.P. area.

Associated with each of the target areas are a number of concrete shelters, usually under-
ground and covered with protective mounds, for various instruments required to study the
phenomena accompanying the nuclear explosions. These shelters are built to withstand shock
and to protect the instruments from damage and film from radiation exposure; hence, they
are of a relatively permanent character, The distance of the instrument shelter from the
zero point is determined by the needs of the particular measurement to be made; it usually
represents a compromise between the increased cost of long cables if the distance is large
and of the heavier structure required if the distance is short. The instrument shelters are
provided with power supply, cables to the target area zero point, timing signals, and various
other facilities. Most of the equipment is activated by remote control, utilizing relays
energized by signals from the central timing system.

The local headquarters for several organizations connected with NPG activities are at
Mercury, Nevada, just outside the southern boundary of the Proving Grounds proper. Various
administrative offices are located there, and offices and laboratory facilities are available for
experimental groups in some thirty quonset huts. Living quarters are provided at Mercury for
civilian and military personnel engaged in the test operations, Military personnel receiving

tactical orientation are quartered at Camp Desert Rock, about three miles southwest of Mercury.

Pacific Proving Grounds
The Pacific Proving Grounds include the Eniwetok (Fig. 6.2) and Bikini Atolls (Fig. 6. 3);

although the latter has not been used since Operation Crossroads in 1946, new facilities are

being installed for the Castle tests in 1954, The two atolls are about 180 miles apart, and
communication between them is maintained by air, sea, telephone, and radio. These atolls,
which are from 13 to 25 miles across, consist of more or less circular groups of small
coral islands, covered to varying depths with coral sand. As a general rule, the individual
islets are connected by a coral reef, although much of this may be submerged even at low
tide. There are, however, gaps in the reef through which ships may enter the lagoon,

The test operations at the Pacific Proving Grounds are performed by a task force com-
posed of scientific and military personnel whose headquarters are located on Parry Island or

aboard ship. Living accommodation is provided on Eniwetok and Parry Islands, although during

- 149 -




UN CT.ASSIFIED

BOGON
ENIWETOK ATOLL

TEITEIRIPUGGHI

ENGEBI

ELUGELAB

BOGALLUA ,'

™~ "= BINIRI

\Q ~, ,
3\\ ~N C0u0A
V9

..~‘.-~\. s . EBERIRU
L P o
\\ .. '/—
RUNIT

LR

I ..;\_/_ANIYAANl
154

FW
Vo

i/
/a7
(i
i

\*"":“/!,:/_JAPTAN

\
.’ DEEP ENTRANCE

RIGILI \‘ T
7 /-

IGURIN _




NVWNIN3

3Iy33Y
N341918

AIYIING

NYVHINNYIY

1riINYY roNny

313Y33IHO

INIMIE

N
7704V INIMIE NJOWOV

vit3ig

IHOOHNA vvavvagoxsosa

NYNIYNNOY — amiiyon




UNCLASSIFIED

an operation some personnel may spend most of their time in temporary camps on other islands

where tests are being made,

Different islands are selected as target areas, according to circumstances. For example,
Engebi, Aomon, and Runit were used for 3andstone; Engebi, Eberiru, and Runit for Greenhouse;
and Elugelab and Runit for Ivy. In Castle it is planned to detonate some test devices over
water in the lagoon. Instruments are located in shelters, similar to those at NPG; these may
be on the target island itself or on an adjacent island. In addition, photo-towers for cameras
are spread throughout the atoll. At Eniwetok the timing and firing signals originate from Parry
Island, and at Bikini from Enyu Island. The signals are transmitted by cable or by radio
according to circumstances, partly determined by distance and the importance of the experiments.

Because of the climatic and other conditions at the Pacific Proving Grounds, instrument
shelters are primarily designed for use in a single test. Nevertheless, they may serve for
several tests if they are in operative condition. In general, the facilities available are similar

to those outlined above for the Nevada Proving Grounds.

6.3 Nuclear Explosion Phenomena

The Ball of Fire

In order to understand the significance of some of the measurements made in the course

of weapons tests, it is desirable to review briefly certain phenomena associated with a nuclear
explosion.éf’ After the initial stages of radiation flow and its cessation, when the temperatures
are much ‘higher, the bombvmaterial will be at a more or less uniform temperature of about
1, 000, OOOOK, i,e., 0.08 ke{?gf In this condition there is a considerable emission of energy as
electromagnetic radiations éovering a wide range of wave lengths, from infrared (thermal) or
longer, through the visible to the ultraviolet and beyond. Much of this radiation is absorbed
by the air immediately surrounding the bomb, with the result that the air itself becomes heated
t~ incandescence., In this condition, the detonated bomb begins to appear, after a few micro-
seconds, as a luminous ball of fire,

yAs the ball of fire grows, and its temperature falls to about 300, OOOOK, at about 0.1 to
1 m‘ﬁlisec after detonation, a shock wave develops. At first, the shock front coincides with
the radiation front, but as the temperature falls, thé (luminous) shock wave moves ahead of the
radiation. The reasons why the shock front travels more rapidly than radiation under these
conditions is somewhat as follows%

In a vacuum radiation photons travel with the speed of light, but as the high energy photons
move forward into the air, they are likely to be captured by the molecules {or atoms) pre-
sent. The resulting excited molecules (or atoms) retain their excess energy for a time and

UUNCLASSIFIED
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then emit it as another photon of the same, or slightly different, energy. If the mean free

path, i.e., the distance between successive captures; of a high-energy photon is taken to be
0.01 cm, and the life of the excited molecule is 10-8 sec, then the effective speed of the
photon is about 106 cm per sec. But since the emitted photon moves off in a random direc-
tion, the rate of forward motion, i.e., in the direction the radiation is propagated, will be
considerably less., In fact, it will be less than the velocity of the shock front at the high
temperatures and pressures existing in the ball of fire. |

Since the shock front is luminous, the diameter of the ball of fire, as seen by the (pro-
tected) eye or by a camera, is determined by the motion of the shock wave. The lagging
radiation front is not seen because of the high luminosity of the surface of the ball of fire. As the
shock wave expands, the ball of fire is observed to grow rapidly in size for about 20 to 100,
or so, millisec, depending on the yield of the bomb g;At the same time, the surface temperature
continues to fall, and when it reaches about 2000° K the shock front is no longer luminous. *w‘ ,'

From roughly this point on, the apparent size of the ball of fire is determined by the .
radiation front which may now be visible, or by air heated by shock passage.  The rate of
increase of diameter with time is less than before, since the radiation front still advances
more slowly than the shock front. Hence, the invisible shock front continues to travel ahead
rapidly; after 1 sec it may be some 600 yards beyond the ball of fire and after 10 sec it may
have advanced two miles or more.

The point at whlch the (invisible) shock front moves ahead of the (visible) ball of fire is
call the ”breakaway " 1As stated above, the surface temperature of the ball of fire is then
about 2000° K. However, the temperature of the radiation front is considerably higher, and as

this begins to replace the rapidly cooling and advancing shock front, the surface temperature

of the ball of fire apparently increases once again. This effect may be enhanced by a decrease

in the opacity of the air....The apparent surface temperature thus rises until the temperature

of the hot core, i.e., abozut '7000°K 1s attained, and it then falls steadily due to cooling of the

gases_ by radiation and by expansion. *-ft

, The variation of the surface temperature (T) of the ball of fire and its apparent radius (R)
after the nuclear explosion, is indicated in Fig. 6.4, in which both scales are logarlthmlcéf'
The breakaway point corresponds to the first minimum in the temperature curve, after whlch
the surface temperature rises, as stated above. It is seen, from the marked change in
direction of the R curve, that the ball of fire grows at a much less rapid rate after the break-
away point. The luminosity (or radiation flux per unit area) of the ball of fire depends on the;%

';m—encri temperatures given in this and the succeeding paragraphs vary with the yield of theé

#4 weapon. They are particularly applicable, however, to weapons with yields in the range from

&= gbout 10 to 100 kt. :
/’1.,1‘-1—* ,,,,, o
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Fig. 6.4
?Lsurface temperature, being roughly proportional to T4, at a given distance, It follows, there-
w—fore, that after the explosion the luminosity will first decrease to a minimum at the breakaway,
increase to a maximum, and then gradually fall off to zero in the course of time.
It may be mentioned that various oxides of nitrogen are formed in the air surrounding
i s

the ball of fire and they have some influence on its luminosity.iAbove 5000°K these oxides

are almost completely dissociated into atoms, but below this té}i{perature some nitrogen dioxide,
R

which is a brown gas, is formed{.g,% This undoubtedly contributes to the decrease in luminosity
just before the breakaway. Mol’ecu.les of gaseous nitrous acid have a similar effect.

At least for as long as the ball of fire is visible, it emits what is generally called prompt
or effective thermal radiation, although it covers a considerable range of wave lengths. After
traveling an appreciable distance in air, however, almost all radiations of wave lengths less
about 3000 X are absorbed. The proportion of the bomb energy liberated in the form of ef-

fective or prompt thermal radiation varies with the yield, as will be seen later.
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Atomic Cloud and Fall-out

When the ball of fire has cooled appreciably, the vapors of fission products and other

bomb residues condense to form a smoke made up of small solid particles having a range of
sizes, This, together with any dirt or sand that may have been sucked up from the earth's
surface, ultimately forms the atomic cloud. The rate of ascent of the cloud column depends
upon the metorological conditions. At first it climbs rapidly, reaching an altitude of 10, 000
ft in less than a minute, but later . slows down, so that the maximum height, of about 40,000
to 60,000 feet, may be attained in 10 minutes or so. The actual times and heights are deter-
mined by the energy release of the bomb as well as by the atmospheric conditions, but the
values quoted may be taken as more or less typical.

Upon entering a region where the density of the atomic cloud is the same as that of the
surrounding air, e.g., when the base of the stratosphere is reached, where the temperature
of the atmosphere is almost constant and there is practically no motion due to convection,
the cloud will spread out for a distance of several miles and form the characteristic mushroom
shape, This is ultimately dispersed by winds into the surrounding atmosphere. If, in its
ascent, the atomic cloud column should pass through a temperature inversion layer, it will tend
to "mushroom'" out horizontally to a small extent, but the main movement will still be upward,
until the conditions are suitable for the extensive spreading just described.

When the cloud particles, which consist chiefly of highly radioactive oxides of fission pro-
ducts, uranium, etc., collide with particles of dirt they generally adhere. The resulting
radioactive particles gradually fall back to earth, giving rise to the phenomenon known as
"fall~out." The extent and nature of the fall-out depend on various circumstuances associated
with the height at which the nuclear device was detonated, the nature of the terrain, and the
meteorological conditions, . The importance of the fall-out lies in the fact that it may constitute

a radiological hazard.

Gamma Radiation

Although gamma-ray emission accompanies the actual fission process, 1t s probable that

this particular radiation is largely absorbed in the heavy bomb material, so that only a very

small proportion escapes. However, within a very short time, usually a fraction of a miecro-
second, depending on the bomb model, gamma rays are produced by indirect r-secondary pro-
cesses, The two most important are due to the neutrons liberated in fissiun.  First, there

are the (n,y) or radiative capture reactions, in which neutrons are captured ' - .uclei present
in the bomb residues, followed by the emission of gamma rays. In additii:. . . l:stic scattering
of fast fission neutrons by heavy, e.g., uranium, nuclei also results in the pr tuction of high-
energy gamma radiation, It is these s'econdary radiations which constitute .. -t the whole

of what is called the "prompt"” gamma rays associated with a nuclear expl -
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The gamma rays liberated after the first few microseconds are referred to as "'delayed"
gamma rays. These radiations may be divided into two categories. Up to about 0.3 sec after
the explosion, the delayed gamma rays are due mainly-to (n,y) captures by nitrogen’ of the air,
The gamma rays produced in this manner have high energies, chiefly in the range from 5 to
8 Mev; at distances greater than 2,000 yards from the explosion they may make the major
contribution to the gamma radiation received from a fission weapon,

The second category of delayed gamma rays is made up of radiations of lower energy
(2 to 3 Mev) emitted in the radioactive decay of the fission products, especially those of short
life, present in the ball of fire and in the atomic cloud. Although the delayed gamma radiation
is actually formed, with decreasing intensity, over a long period of time, it is generally as-
sumed, for practical purposes, that the emission lasts for a minute or so. In the first place,
the fission products of very short life, which make the major contribution to the gamma
radiation immediately after the explosion, will have decayed almost completely in this time.
Further, by the end of a minute, or less, the radioactive cloud will have attained a height of
some 2 miles, as indicated above, so that the delayed gamma radiation is attenuated to negligible
proportions before ‘it reaches the ground. The transmission of gamma radiation from the
fission products is strongly affected by the hydrodynamics of the shock wave which removes a

large proportion of the air between the bomb and detecting instruments on the ground.

Emission of Neutrons

The great majority of the neutrons liberated in a nuclear explosion are the promipt neutrons
emitted simultaneously (or almost simultaneously) with the fission process itself, There are,
in addition, the delayed neutrons, constituting less than 1 per cent of the total (Section 1.2),
but these are of little significance in the present connection, However, even though the
neutrons which succeed in leaving the detonated bomb originate as prompt neutrons, there 1s
some delay in reaching the earth's surface.

It was seen above that some of the fission neutrons are captured in the bomb muterial
and others undergo inelastic collisions and thereby have their energy decreased, i.e., thev ure
slowed down. A few fast neutrons succeed in escaping, but the others are slowed down to some
extent by elastic collisions with the light elements present in the HE system. The (relitivelyy
slow neutrons are temporarily trapped here, but as the shock wave moves outward from the
core, the material is dispersed and the neutrons escape into the surrounding air. The trins-
port of the slow neutrons through space is thus strongly affected by the shock wave. I tiear
diffusion through the atmosphere, some of the neutrons are slowed down still further . - v

then be captured by nitrogen nuclei,

Because of the various possible scattering processes which they may undergo, the - - &5
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reaching a detecting instrument on the ground will cover a large range of energies, The

distribution of the neutrons in this manner is referred to as the neutron spectrum. 7
neutrons which have not been scattered have high energies, e.g., 3 Mev or more; others have
energies in the intermediate range, while the great 'majority are slow neutrons. However, be-

e 3
cause of capture by nitrogen nuclei, very few have energies below about 0, 2 ev_g,

| The proportion

of neutrons produced in fission with energies as high as 14 Mev is very small, but if the D-T

" reaction is involved, a considerable number of neutrons of this energy will be detected.

6.4 Diagnostic Tests

Determination of Transit Time

A very great variety of measurements are usually made for each test shot, many of which
depend upon the particular information required. However, for essentially all fission weapons
the so-called standard diagnostic tests are made; these are the determination of the over-all
transit time, the multiplication rate (a), and the energy yield of the device. Although yield
measurements are always made, determinations of transit time and a are sometimes omitted.
Apart from providing useful practical information, the results of the diagnostic tests serve to
check theoretical estimates and to supply data upon which further calculations may be based,

For the measurement of the over-all transit time, i,e., from the instant of firing the
detonators to the explosion time, two general methods have been used. In the case of a tower
shot, a signal is sent over a coaxial cable to a distant cathode ray oscilloscope when the
X-unit is fired. The first gamma rays to appear outside the bomb are picked up by a scintil-
lation detector and a second signal is transmitted by cable to the oscilloscope. After making
allowance for the difference in lengths of the cables and the time taken for the gamma rays
to reach the detector, the transit time of the bomb can be determined from the separation of
the two signals,

The procedure described above, which requires cable connections to the X-unit, cannot
be used for an airdrop, and in this event the remote method is employed. A radio transmitter,
operating at low power, €.g., about 20 watts, is attached to the bomb case. When the X-unit
is fired, the output is instantaneously raised to several hundred watts, so that the signal can
be detected at a distance and recorded on an oscilloscope, §This continues until the intense
ionization of the atmosphere, referred to as the "ion curtaifx, " in the vicinity of the bomb, due

to the gamma radiation, prevents further propagation of the radio signal., The level at which
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this transmission is cut off is not known exactly, but it is believed to be at about the 30th
generation, or so. Allowance for this delay is made in estimating the transit time from the
duration of the radio signal. If the generation time is relatively long, e.g., for low values of

a (Section 1,4), this correction may involve an appreciable error.

Determination of Alpha

j_g,;gntil recently, only one satisfactory method was available for determining the multiplica-
tion“?ate, ¢; it was based on a measurement of the time-dependence of the prompt gamma
rays over a period of about 1 usec. iAIt can be seen from equation (1.16) that @ can be deter-
mined if the neutron density, n, in tﬁe exploding bomb is known as a function of time. As
seen above, the prompt gamma rays are produced, almost entirely, by the action of neutrons
within the bomb. Hence, the prompt gamma-ray intensity, fairly close to the bomb, may be

taken as being proportional to the neutron density. Consequently, @ can be readily calculated

from the variation of the prompt gamma rays with timg‘j

Originally large (Rossi-type) ion-chambers, having a fast response, were used to detect
the gamma rays, but these have now been replaced by scintillation detectors. The latter are
located near the bomb, in the case of a tower shot, and long coaxial cables connect them to
the horizontal plates of an oscilloscope. A constant, high-frequency sinusoidal signal applied
to the vertical plate supplies a timing record. The oscilloscope trace is photographed and
then analyzed to give the time dependence of the prompt gamma-ray intensity, By the use of
additional cable, the gamma-ray signal is delayed, so that an intensifier pulse to the oscillo-
scope can build up and thus permit the trace to be photographed.

In order to cover the large range of intensity, several scintillation detectors may be
placed at various distances from the bomb. A common timing system is sometimes used for

A all the oscilloscopes to which they are connected, The detectors nearest to the explosion re-

cord the lower intensities of gamma radiation, whereas those which are more remote indicaté .
the higher intensities. Proper allowance is made, of course, for the attenuation with distance.

For an airdrop the scintillation detectors cannot be placed near the bomb. Consequently,
they are located on the ground at known distances from the assumed detonation point. Because
of the absorption of the radiation, the intensities at the detectors are relatively small and for

high bursts amplifiers may have to be useg.]

e S s miLvimrnns. s et s e
Another procedure for obtaining a, which avoids destruction of the detectors, etc., and

can be used either for tower shots or airdrops, was first tried out at Operation Sandstone, but

did not reach a satisfactory state of development until the Upshot-Knothole test in 1953, One
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of its great advantages is that measurements can be made at a distance of 10 miles or so, wher:
the instruments are under direct control, and no coaxial cables are necessary.
When the prompt gamma rays are degraded in energy and absorbed by the air around the

bomb, they produce a luminosity, called the Teller light, The intensity of this light is pro-

AN portional to that of the prompt gamma rays and, consequently, to the neutron density.

e e
HIt 1s essent1a1 that the only hght measured should be ‘that commg dlrectly from

“the bomb to the observer.
In one arrangement for recording the luminosity at very low levels, without the necessity

of amplification of signals, the Teller light from the bomb is reflected by a mirror system
(Fig. 6.5) and falls on the photomultiplier tube, This is placed as close as possible to the de-
flecting plates of a cathode-ray oscilloscope tube in a light-tight box, The timing and delay
circuits are analogous to those used in the method already described. To provide a wide field
of view, the mirrors are in duplicate; consequently, a moderate change in the expected position

of the exploding bomb will not affect observation of the Teller light,
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determine the number of fissions that have occurred in the sample, Let

f = number of fissions corresponding to sample analyzed
¢ = fraction of bomb in sample analyzed,
then
f = #@F, (6.2)
and, upon combining equations (6.1) and (6. 2),
o = __f (6.3)*
(U + P) ° ‘

Since U + P may be regarded as known, the determination of the efficiency and yield of a
nuclear explosion is reduced to the estimation of f and # for a given post-shot sample (or
samples).

The measurement of f involves the chemical separation of a particular fission product
from the sample of bomb residues and the determination of the amount present by means of
its radioactivity, The measured activity of the specified fission product is corrected for decay
during the time which has elapsed since the nuclear explosion and for possible losses in the
chemical separation; if A is the resulting corrected activity, expressed as the rate of particle

emission, then it can be shown that

A = exyf, , (6.4)
where
€ = counter efficiency, i.e., fraction of particles emitted which are actually
counted
X = radioactive decay constant of the fission product
y = yield of the given product in fission.

Although X and y are known, with moderate accuracy, and ¢ can be measured, it is more
convenient to combine exy into a single factor. This can be determined by subjecting a small
quantity of uranium-235 or plutonium-239 to the action of neutrons, of known density, so that
the number of fissions induced can be calculated. Thus, f for a given sarhple is known. The
specified fission product is then separated chemically and counted, so that the activity, A, is
measured, Then, from equation (6.4), the corresponding value of €Ay, for the particular

counter, fission product, and fissile material, can be obtained.

*The symbols used throughout this section are those commonly found in J-Division reports, with
two exceptions: the efficiency is represented here by ¢, as is customary in other LASL re-
ports, and 6 is employed for the fraction of bomb in the sample. The J-Division symbols

are E and ¢, respectively.
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The fission products which have been used most extensively in efficiency measurements

are molybdenum-99 (half life 67 hours) and zirconium-97 (half life 17 hours). These isotopes
have convenient half lifes, and their fission yields, which are among the largest, are not
greaﬂy dependent upon the energy of the neutrons causing fission. The Ay values for
molybdenum-99 are almost identical for fission of uranium-235 and plutonium-239, so that no
correction is necessary if the bomb core contains both of these fissile species. For this and
other reasons, molybdenum is the preferred isotope.. For zirconium, the Ay's are slightly
different and the value used to determine f depends upon the composition of the core.

The fraction 8 of the bomb in the post-shot sample can be determined by analyzing for
one of the major constituents, e.g., uranium-235, plutonium-239, or total uranium, and cor-
recting for the amounts lost in nonfission reactions, such as (n,y), (n,2n), etc. Since the total
amount of each of these species present in the original bomb is known, the fraction of the bomb
in the sample can be calculated.

Another method for determining the fraction of the bomb in the post-shot sample makes
use of a different principle, A radioactive tracer, in known amount, is included in the bomb
before detonation, If the quantity present in the post-shot sample is then measured, the fraction
of the bomb in the sample can be calculated. The supposition is here, of course, that the
tracer is uniformly distributed throughout the whole of the bomb residues, and this may not
be the case. Measurements of this kind have been made with polonium-210 as tracer, but
with indifferent success. Nevertheless, it is proposed to make further determinations with this

isotope and also with curium-242 as tracer.

Determination of Fraction of Fissions in U-235, Pu-239, and U-238

It is of interest to know what proportion of fissions has occurred in uranium-235, plutonium-
239, and uranium-238, respectively. Radiochemical methods have been developed for this
purpose, although they are not too accurate. The fraction of the total fissions involving
uranium-235 is represented by a, the fraction in plutonium-239 by b, and that in uranium-238

by ¢, so that
a+b+c = 1, (6.5)

Hence, if any two of a, b, ¢ are determined, the third is known.
The value of ¢ can be obtained by utilizing the experimental fact that the ratio of the

cross section for the U238 (n, 2n) U237

reaction to that for the fission of uranium-238 is roughly
constant, independent of neutron attenuation in the uranium. Hence, if the amount of uranium-237
in the bomb residue sample is measured, by means of its radioactivity, the number of uranium-

238 nuclei which have undergone fission, and hence, ¢, can be calculated.

\; c‘"“ﬁiﬂﬁ?
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The determination of a and b is possible, in principle, if there are available two fission
products which have very different yields (or activities) for the fission of uranium-235, plu-

tonium-239, and uranium-238, Let

R = ratio of activities for U-235 fission

25
R49 = ratio of activities for Pu-239 fission
R28 = ratio of activities for U-238 fission,

so that the observed activity ratio, R, is given by

R = aR, + bR

25 49 *+ CR

28 (6.6)

25 Rygr and Ryg,

mined, any two of the fractions a, b, ¢, can be calculated provided the third is known. For

Since a + b + ¢ = 1, then, if the three activity ratios, R have been deter-
weapons containing only uranium-235 or plutonium-239 as the fissile material, the problem is,
of course, simplified, : -

-7 Of the pairs of isotopes that may be used in the foregoing connection, one is always
chosen to be molybdenum-99; the other may be silver-111, palladium-112, cadmium-115, or ]
cerium-136. Although the method is sound, in principle, it has not yet given satisfactory result,é.
This is believed to be due to a partial separation (or fractionation) of the elements present f
in the fissionk products, Consequently, the post-shot samples do not always have the same /
composition as the bomb residue as a whole., Such is not the case for molybdenum-99, and

Ehat is one reason why this isotope is much used in yield determinations, o
Provided ¢ is known, a and b can be calculated if the measured ratio of uranium-235 to
plutonium-239 in the post-shot sample is compared with the known ratio in the original bomb,
This method involves corrections for the amounts of these two isotopes lost in nonfission re-
actions, as well as for the formation of plutonium-239 as a result of neutron capture by uranium-
238, followed by two stages of beta decay.
7~ In a test shot the fraction a can be measured by incorporating into the oralloy an in-
dicator, such as titanium, thorium, thallium, or tungsten, The titanium and thorium react with

fast neutrons, i.e., Ti47(n,p) Sc4’7 and Th232(n, 2n) Th231, respectively, whereas the thallium

and tungsten capture slow neutrons, i.e., T1203 (n,vy) TIZO4 and W186 (n, v) W187 followed by

Wla’7 (n,y) W188, to form characteristic, identifiable products, By assuming that the uranium-
235 and the indicated isotope have been subjected to the same neutron flux, it is possible, from
a determination of the product formed and the known cross section of the reaction, to calculate

the number of uranium-235 nuclei which have undergone fission.
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Somewhat analogous procedures can be used to determine b, except that, as in the method
described above for c, the indicator or detector species is already present. In addition to
undergoing fission, plutonium-239 is involved in the reaction Pu239 (n,vy) Pu240 Consequently,
if the amount of plutonium-240 present in a post-shot sample is determined, and allowance
made for the proportion in the original plutonium and the amount lost in various neutron re-
actions, the number of plutonium-239 fissions can be calculated. It is of interest to note that
the plutonium-240 is determined with a mass spectrograph rather than by its radioactivity,

The alpha particles from the 240-isotope are not easily distinguished from those emitted by
plutonium-239 because of their similar energies.

Another reaction for determining b is Pu239 {n, 2n) Pu238 with fast neutrons. In this
case, the amount of plutonium-238 in the bomb residue sample can be estimated from its alpha
radioactivity since the particles can be resolved from those emitted by the other plutonium
isotopes. ;

The plutonium used in weapons invariably contains some plutonium-241 as an impurity;
this is a beta-particle emitter with a half life of 14 years, the decay product being americium-
241, half life 470 years. It is seen, therefore, that the plutonium components of bomb cores
which have been stored for some time will contain appreciable amounts of americium-241,

In the exploding bomb, the latter will undergo the reaction Am241 (n,y) Am242, followed by
beta decay of the americium-242 to form cﬁrium-242. The curium-americium ratio in the
post-shot sample will thus be roughly proportional to the amount of fission which has occurred

in the plutonium-239,

Sample Collection

The collection of representative samples for radiochemical analysis after a nuclear ex-
plosion has proved to be quite a difficult matter. For reasons not clearly understood, fractiona-
tion occurs in the highly complex system, so that a particular portion of the bomb residue may
not have the same composition as the average of the whole. In addition to the requirement
that the post-shot sample shall be representative, it must be of sufficient size to make accurate
analysis possible; it must not be contaminated during collection, and it must be capable of
relatively rapid recovery and delivery to the laboratory.

Various methods of sample collection have been tried out at one time or another; the
most satisfactory results have been obtained either by the use of drone aircraft guided through
the atomic cloud after an explosion or by means of manned aircraft flying into the cloud. The
samples collected are of two types: ''snap" samples in which a container is filled with es-
sentially gaseous material, and particulate samples obtained by drawing the air and other gases
through a filter. The mission of the manned aircraft is planned so as to give satisfactory

samples with minimum radiation exposure of the crew
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;
same in both cases, and appropriate corrections must be made for any differences,

According to the theory of strong shocks, the rate of propagation of the shock front and,
hence, in the present case, the rate of increase in the radius or diameter, D, of the ball of

fire, is given by

D = K" (6.8)

’

where k, for a particular bomb, is a constant related to the yield,* and the exponer;t n is de-
pendent upon ¥, the ratio of the specific heats of the material at the shock front. hen y is

1.4, the value of n is close to 0.4, and then equation (6.8) can be written asZ

(6.9) |

1/5

It appears that k is roughly proportional to Y’ °, so that a good approximation when n is

0.4, has been found to be . e

(6. 10)

where C is a constant determined from observations on the balls of fire produced by bombs of
knownﬂyield; P, is the density of the ambient air,

+To use equation (6.10) for the determination of yields, the data for D at various times t,
obtained from the Rapatromc camera films, are plotted and the point found at which n in ;

equation (6, 8) is 0. ‘

‘Upon substituting the corresponding values of D and t into equation (6. 10),
"the yield can be calculéted

Recently a new, absolute (analytic) method for obtaining yields, independent of scaling
principles or knowledge of yield of other bombs, has been developed. It permits the calculation
of the total energy produced in the nuclear explosion at any time up to breakaway, using hydro-
dynamic and thermodynamic principles. According to this method, which takes into account
such factors as the transport of radiation in the early stages of the development of the shock
front, the large mass of the bomb, and time variations in the equation of state of air and

in the ratio of the specific heats at the shock front, the yield may be represented by

(6.11)

*The factor k is generally represented by ¢, but this symbol is used here for the efficiency.
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p =

mean free path of gamma radiation

370 x

density of air in g/ Cm3.
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At a specified distance from the explosion, the radiation dosage is seen to be roughly propor-

tional to the yield, for

Neutron Measurements

a given density of air.

Neutron measurements have been made at test shots for a variety of purposes. Among

these may be mentioned the following: energy spectrum of neutrons, neutron flux as function

of time, and total number of neutrons arriving at different distances from the explosion. In

addition, neutron measurements have been found particularly useful for the study of thermonuclear

processes.

The neutron spectrum from a nuclear explosion is studied by means of a number of (ex-

ternal) threshold detectors (see Section 6.5) placed at a given location at a known distance

from the bomb. The most important detector elements, the reactions they undergo, the half

lives of the products, and the neutron energy thresholds are given in Table 6.2. Depending

on its thickness and cross section, a definite fraction of all neutrons having energies above the

threshold value are captured by a given detector, and from the radioactivity acquired, the total

Element
Gold
Sulfur
Iodine

Zirconium

number of neutrons in

Table 6.2 External Threshold Detectors

Reaction Half Life (days) Threshold (Mev)
aut®" (n,) Aul?® 2.69 Slow
%2 (n, p) P*2 14.3 | 3.0
7 (n, 2n) 1126 13.0 9.45
0 (n, 2n) Zr89 3.25 12.0

various energy ranges can be determined. If the gold is covered with

cadmium, only neutrons with energies of about 0.18 ev are detected. By exposing detectors

at several distances, the neutron intensity is found as a function of distance.

The neutron spectrum can also be studied by the Phonex (@tographic neutron e_xperiment)

method using nuclear track plates, i.e.,
dividual tracks of charged particles.

produces an essentially unidirectional beam of neutrons which bombard a thin layer of polyethylene

plates coated with a special emulsion that records in-

A collimator channel, through a thick gamma-ray shield,

(Fig. 6,6). The recoil protons thus produced, at known scattering angles, are detected by the

nuclear track plates.

The corresponding neutron energies can be calculated from the lengths
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Fig. 6.6

of the proton tracks after development, The number of tracks of various lengths provides an
indication of the distribution of the neutrons over a range of energies., The Phonex method
can be adapted to study the 14-Mev neutrons liberated in the D-T reaction for the purpose of
determining the burning temperature; the general principles are described in Section 6. 10
(Tenex measurements),

The neutron dosage decreases with increasing distance from the explosion in an exponential
manner, as is to be expected, but there is no simple relationship between the neutrons received
at any point and the bomb yield. In view ofAthe somewhat indefinite secondary character of the
neutron emission, as indicated in Section 6.3, this is perhaps not too surprising.

The time dependence of neutron emission is determined by means of a "fission catcher."
A strip of cellophane is drawn, at a known rate, past a thin uranium foil exposed to neutrons
from the atomic explosion. As the neutrons are captured they cause fission in the uranium,
and the radioactive products are collected on the cellophane, The variation of activity along

the strip is then a direct measure of the variation of the neutron flux with time.

Determination of Compression

R

The results were not too decisive, but the method is, nevertheless, of interest, since it is the

If a
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known number, n., of these neutrons enter a thickness x of material in which they are at-

tenuated, either by absorption or scattering, the number, n, which emerges is given by

n = noe'Nox, (6.13) b@

IFrom the results,

and the known cross section, it is p0551b1e to determine the thickness, x, of the material by

equation (6. 13). Hence, the compression at the time of an implosion can be calculated. It
should be noted that the quantity N in equation (6.13) depends on the density of the material
and, so, also on its compressiongf

6.7 Shock Wave Measurements

The Mach Effect

In order that nuclear weapons may be used most effectively, it is necessary to study
various properties of the shock wave and related phenomena. The information obtained in this
manner can also be utilized for the development of defensive procedures. For these and other
‘reasons, various measurements of shock wave phenomena are undertaken in connection with
nuclear weapons tests,

When the shock wave from an explosion strikes the ground, a reflected wave is produced
which travels faster than the original shock. As a result, at a certain distance beyond the
zero point, the reflected wave overtakes the direct one and the two shocks merge into a single
shock. This phenomenon is called the Mach effect. The region near the ground where the
direct and reflected shocks merge is called the Mach stem, and here the pressure is con-
siderably greater than that of the individual shock waves. The point--in reality a circle--where
the direct, reflected, and Mach shccks meet is referred to as the triple point. Its path, as it
moves outward from the explosion point, is known as the triple point path (Fig. 6.7). The

investigation of the Mach effect is an important aspect of shock wave studies,
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Free-Air Peak Pressure

The shock pressures in the air above the triple point path, i.e., where the Mach effect
is not apparent, are called the free-air pressures; these can be determined by. observing the
time of arrival of the shock front at a series of points at known distances from the explosion.
From these times of arrival the shock velocity can be determined and the maximum or peak
pressure at various distances can then be calculated from shock-wave theory.

One method used for observing shock arrival times was to attach blast switches to a
number of cables held by balloons. Upon arrival of the shock, the switch closes and sends a
signal to a distant receiving station, by cable or radio. This procedure has been fdund to be
rather expensive and so it has been replaced by the method of rocket-trail photography.

In passing through a region occupied by a shock front, light is refracted, so that objects
seen through the shock wave appear to be distorted; this fact permits times of shock arrival
to be determined. Just prior to the explosion, a fan-like grid of vertical smoke trails is pro-
duced from a number of rockets launched from the ground at various distances from the zero
point. These trails are photographed with a motion-picture camera, at about 100 frames/sec.

The arrival of the shock front at a point between the camera and any trail is indicated by an

ONCLASSIFIED v

:ir'w




UNCLASSIFIED -

1y
apparent shift in position of the trail due to refraction, The method can be used to determine

shock pressures as high as 10,000 psi.

Material Velocity Measurements

Material velocity or mass-motion studies have been found to be a useful means of deter-
mining free-air peak pressures as a function of distance and also as a means for studying many
hydrodynamic variables associated with shock waves. The general principle of the mass-motion
method is to label a parcel of air with smoke and then to record photographically, with a
motion-picture camera, the movement of the visible cloud when struck by the shock wave. From
the displacement of the cloud and the camera speed, a displacement-time curve can be obtained.
The maximum slope of this curve gives the material velocity associated with the peak shock
pressure. Then from the shock-wave theory, this pressure can be calculated. The mass-motion
procedure is probably most valuable at distances where the shock pressure is not too high.

Three methods have been found satisfactory for labeling a region of the air with smoke.
These are, first, the use of a jet-assisted take-off (JATO) unit on the ground, with its nozzle
pointing upward. Upon ignition this produces a vertical column of white smoke, extending for
about 150 feet, which can readily be photographed. The second method utilizes aerial, fireworks
bombs ("aerial salutes"); these are fired vertically from a mortar and produce a visible puff
of smoke at 100 to 350 ft in the air. Finally, for considerable heights above the ground,

smoke shells, fuzed to explode at the desired altitude, are shot from a 90-mm antiaircraft gun.

Mach-Region Peak Pressures

The rocket-trail method described above has been found to give information concerning the
Mach triple point path and the shape of the Mach stem in its early stages, as well as of
pressures in the Mach region. For studies at or near ground level, arrival times can be deter-
mined by means of blast switches or by various methods of direct pressure measurement,

Such direct observations are usually restricted to shock pressures below about 100 psi. Several
types of pressure gauge have been used for this purpose with more or less success. Mention
may be made of foil, indenter, and Wiancko gauges.

The foil meter has a series of thin metal diaphragms of different diameters, so that dif-
ferent pressures are required to rupture them. The maximum diameter not ruptured indicates
the maximum shock pressure at that point. In the indenter gauge, the pressure is determined
from the indentation produced in a sheet of copper. However, at the present time it is believed

that the Wiancko guage, which is a modification of the Bourdon pressure gauge, will prove most
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Measurements of the shock pressure as a function of time are usually made on the ground;

Pressure-Time Measurements

the indicators may be of the self-contained type or they may be connected, to recorders at a distance,
For pressures less than about 50 psi the signals from Wiancko gauges may be transmitted by
buried cable to be recorded on magnetic tape at a receiving station. The tape record then
provides an indication of the variation of shock pressure with time. For somewhat higher

shock pressures, e.g., up to about 120 psi, the inductance gauge has been used. In this device
a change in pressure causes a diaphragm to move and this causes a variation in the inductance
of an oscillator. The resulting frequency modulated signal, after amplification, is transmitted

to a station and recorded on magnetic tape.

The self-contained instrument for determination of the time variation of shock pressure
consists of a mechanical piston driven by the pressure against a spring restoring force., The
piston, damped with oil of suitable viscosity, has a stylus attached, and this scratches a re-
cord directly on a rotating drum coated with graphite,

Another, somewhat more elaborate, method for studying the shock pressure near the
ground as a function of time makes use of an interferometer gauge. The pressure-sensitive
element is a circular quartz diaphragm which is part of an optical system producing a.circular
pattern of interference rings when illuminated with monochromatic light. When pressure is
applied to the diaphragm, its motion, which is proportional to the pressure, causes a change
in the number of lines in the interference pattern. From this change, the applied pressure
can be determined. The interference pattern is recorded over a short period of time by means

of a high~speed, moving-film camera.

Air Density in Shock Waves

An instrument, called a beta densitometer, has been developed for determining the variation
with time of the density of air in the shock wave. The essential principle is that the number
of beta particles from a given source which can penetrate, i.e., not be absorbed by, a layer
of air of a certain thickness depends on the density of the air. Strontium-90, of 1 curie strength,
is used as the beta-particle source, and a scintillation device with a photo-tube i1s the detector.
From the observed intensity of the beta radiation, the density of the air between the source
and the detector can be estimated.

The problem to be solved is how to eliminate the effect of the background radiation which
will inevitably be considerable after an atomic explosion. Two methods have been used to

achieve this end. In the first of these, two detectors are employed: one is «xpcsed to the beta

particles and the background radiation and the other to the background alone. [I'he readings
from the detectors are balanced against one another and the results give an indicaition of the
- 175 -
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beta-particle intensity. In the other method only one detector is required, but in front of it is
a rotating "chopper'" which cuts off the beta radiation at definite intervals. The difference in

the detector response with and without the chopper is a measure of the beta radiation.

Other Shock Measurements

In addition to the foregoing, various other measurements of shock and blast phenomena may
be made in connection with a weapons test. Special gauges are used to determine the high
pressures close to the exploding bomb, and the variation of the pressure with height above
ground has been observed with gauges attached to pylons. Shock wind velocities are measured
with double-ended Pitot tubes and ground shock with standard self-recording accelerometers or
by means of seismic devices which record displacement, In the case of underground or under-
water detonations, various studies of arrival times and shock pressures are made beneath the

surface of the earth or water, respectively.

6.8 Spectroscopic and Radiation Measurements

Spectroscopic Studies

Spectroscopic studies of the radiations from a nuclear explosion are made for a variety
of purposes. Among these are the following: determination of the temperature and energy
distributions at the surface of the ball of fire as a function of time; investigation of the space
distribution of various materials in the ball of fire; and identification and variation with time
of the light-absorbing molecules and ions formed in front of the bomb, due largely to the
action of gamma radiations and high temperatures on the gases present in the atmosphere.

The type of spectrograph and associated equipment employed depends on the main object
of the particular observation, High-dispersion (concave grating) instruments are used, with
stationary photographic plates, to provide detailed information concerning the total bomb light,
On the other hand, for time variation studies, high-speed (quartz prism) spectrographs are
required, but these have only moderate dispersion, so that less detail is available. The spectra
at definite intervals are recorded by means of motion-picture type, framing cameras. To
determine the space distribution of materials over the fireball, the image of the latter 1s
focused on the center of the viewing slit of the spectrograph. Each point on a spectr.ul line can
be related to a definite location on the fireball surface, and so information concerning <puce
distribution of the spectrum, and of the materials responsible, may be secured.

An analysis of the spectra obtained around the first luminosity minimum (Fig. . —iikes
it possible to identify the various substances formed in front of the ball of fire. Theov 5

clude normal, excited, and ionized molecules of oxygen and nitrogen, ozone, atomic «x. ~nind

UNCLASSIFIED




fireball surface, is of special interest, This has been referred to in Section 6.3 as the prompt
or effective thermal radiation, The latter description is applied because it is this radiation
which is responsible for skin burns, and possibly of fires out to considerable distances from a
nuclear explosion. Prompt thermal radiation studies are thus of interest, not only because they
provide information concerning the phenomena of a nuclear explosion, but also because of the
importance of these thermal radiations from the weapons standpoint, Measurements are usually
made of the total energy released as prompt thermal radiation and of the energy variation with
time,

The total prompt thermal radiation is measured in two ways. One method makes use of
a conventional ballistic thermocouple, the output of which is measured with a thermopile re-
corder connected to a photoelectronic galvanometer. In the other method a blackened container
is filled with air which expands, due to the temperature increase, when radiation is absorbed.
The amount of the latter is calculated from the movement of a diaphragm indicatof. By using'
data for the transmission of radiation by the atmosphere just prior to the explosion, such as
those described earlier, the total energy liberated by the bomb as prompt thermal radiation
can be estimated.*

It was thought at one time that a definite fraction of the energy of the explosion appears
as prompt thermal radiation. More recent measurements have shown, however, that this
fraction varies with the bomb yield. The results can be expressed, to a fair degree of ac-
curacy, by the relationship

I

,,,,,

“yY. = 0.42y%9 * 0.04 j (6. 14)

~ where the prompt thermal radiation yield, Y and the total bomb yield, Y, are expressed in

th

kilotons. 1t follows, therefore, that for a 20 kt bomb about 28 per cent of the energy is re-

leased as prompt thermal radiation, but in a 100 kt bomb the proportion is only 23 per cent. ﬁ
The amount of radiation energy, Q, delivered per unit area at a distance D from the ex-

plosion is represented by

th kD | (6. 15)

where k is the attenuation coefficient of the air for the thermal radiation emitted in the ex-

plosion. The value of k, which determines the transmission of radiation, depends on the state

*The transmission coefficient depends to a marked extent on the wavelength of the radiation
and this must be taken into account in the calculation,
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Because of the very short exposures, the attenuation of light between the ball of fire and
the camera, several miles away, is very important. It is necessary, therefore, to monitor the
light path prior to the test shot, by the method already described, if high-speed photography is

to be used for ball-of-fire measurements.

Rotating Mirror (Streak) Cameras

The rotating mirror, streak cameras used in weapons tests are essentially the same as
those described in Chapter 4 for testing detonators and HE lenses. A rotating mirror reflects
light continuously from a number of sources on to a film strip; the distance between the points
at which the traces from the different sources commence is a measure of the time interval
between the initiation of the respective sources. The writing speed is such that 2 mm is
equivalent to 1 usec. The essential purpose of the streak cameras in weapons tests is thus to
determine elapsed time between two or more events.

One such use is to measure the time interval between the fission and fusion reactions in
separate parts of a two-stage thermonuclear device. Each type of process will induce Teller
light (see Section 6.4) in the surrounding air, so that two streaks will appear on the camera
film. The distance between the beginning of the two streaks gives the time between the. two
reactions,

Another application of the rotating mirror, streak camera is to determine shock velocity
and pressure within a device by studying so-called "hot spots." These are points (or small
areas) down the length of a case at which the arrival of the shock front from a fission bomb
is indicated by strong light emission. By means of a pipe and mirror arrangement, the camera
observes only certain selected points, the light from all other parts of the bomb being blocked
out, From the positions of the streaks indicating the arrival of the shock front at successive
points a known distance apart, the velocity and shock wave and, hence, the shock pressure can
be calculated.

The propagation of the shock wave through a particular metal, which is part of the bomb
case, can also be studied by the hot-spot procedure. This is done by making the shock wave
traverse different thicknesses of the metal, by drilling the bomb case at some points and adding
pads of the same material at others. The various spots will thus become luminous at different

times and the intervals between them can be estimated from the camera streaks.

6.10 - Thermonuclear Burning Studies

Tenex Measurements

The primary purpose of the Tenex (t_emperature neutron e_z}_cperiment) measurements is to

make use of the 14-Mev neutrons produced in the D-T reaction to estimate the thermonuclear
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Uh mng temperature. C‘Strlctly speaking, these neutrons have an energy of 14 Mev only if the

reacting deuterium and tritium nuclei are at rest. But if these nuclei are in motion, the neu-
tron energy will be 14.Mev plus four fifths of the kinetic energy of the reacting particles in
the center-of-mass (C-of-M) system. Actually the center of mass is in motion relative to the
observer, so that there is a Doppler energy shift superimposed on the energy in the C-of-M
system, Consequently, neutrons released in the D-T reaction will have energies covering a
band in the vicinity of 14 Mev. The higher the velocity of the particles, i.e., the higher the
nuclear temperature, the broader the band. The velocity distribution is roughly Gaussian, with
the half width depending on the temperaturé_.:j?

A scintillation detector is placed at a considerable distance from the explosion, so that
neutrons of different energies belonging to the 14-Mev group arrive at different times. ' These
are recorded on a synchroscope, and the velocity distribution can then be determined from the

observed "times of flight.' From th1s distribution, the temperature of the thermonuclear re-
action system can be estlmated *

When studying thermonuclear cievices of high energy yield, the recording instruments must
be located a considerable distance away. If the detectors can be placed near the explosion point,
long cables are necessary to transmit signals to the recorders. Such lines must be protected
from extraneous gamma radiations by extensive earth fills which are costly, On the other hand,
if the detectors are close to the recording instruments,. the radiations from the bomb, e.g.,
neutrons and gamma rays, suffer considerable attenuation due to absorption, so that weak signals
are received.

In the Ivy tests the problem was solved by transmitting the radiations through a helium
channel since this gas is a poor absorber for both neutrons and gamma rays. The channel
consisted of a plywood box, 8 ft by 8 ft in cross section and nearly 9,000 ft long, filled with
a number of thin-walled polyethylene balloons containing helium gas at slightly above atmospheric
pressure. Lead baffles inserted in the box served to provide a number of well-collimated paths,
which were used for Tenex and other measurements related to thermonuclear burning.

in order to reduce attenuation still further, an evacuated metal pipe, 6 inches internal
diameter and about 7,500 feet in length, is to be used as the radiation path in the Castle
tests. A pressure of 0.1 atm is believed to be adequate for the purpose, although it is ex-

pected that a much higher vacuum will be maintained.

*The energy distribution can also be determined, and the temperature estimated, by the Phonex
measurements described in Section 6,6,
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Gamma-Ray Experiment

A method for studying the time characteristics of D-T burning makes use of the gamma
radiation accompanying the reaction. In this experiment it is essential that the gamma-ray beam
should be well collimated and that the collimator should point at the region of the bomb where
the thermonuclear processes are occurring. The gamma rays are observed by means of a
scintillation detector connected to an oscilloscope; the time variation of the observed signal is
then directly related to the progress of the thermonuclear burning,

For the George experiment (Operation Greenhouse) the detector was placed near the de-
vice and the signal was carried by buried cables to the oscilloscope which was not too far away.
In the Mike (Ivy) shot, however, for the reasons given above, the gamma radiation was trans-
mitted through a collimated channel in the long helium-filled box described earlier. For the

Castle tests, the vacuum pipe referred to above will be used.

X-Ray Experiment

Nuclear reaction temperatures can be determined by utilizing the fact that at these temp-
eratures the '"thermal" radiation emitted is in the soft X-ray region, with energies in the range
from 1 to 10 kev. From the energy or wavelength of this radiation, it is possible to estimate
the temperature of the emitter, The method is usually not applicable to fission bombs because
of the considerable absorption of the X-rays by the bomb materials, ~ But for certain thermo-
nuclear devices, where the absorption is not so great, the £-ray method can be used to derive
reaction temperatures.

There are several difficulties associated with the measurements, among which may be
mentioned the following: the 1 to 10 kev region has been little studied; a very high time re-
solution is required because of the rapidity of the thermonuclear burning; and the detecting de-
vices must cover a wide range of intensities. The method used with some success at the Green-
house tests was to permit the ''thermal" X-radiation from the experimental device to travel
down an evacuated pipe and to fall on a detector, called a fluorescer. This is a foil coated
with a compound of either potassium, manganese, or copper; these elements are sensitive to
X-rays in the regions just above 3.6, 6.5, and 9,0 kev, respectively,

if X-rays of the appropriate energy strike the fluorescer, one of the K-electrons of the
element present will be ejected; when its place is taken by another electron, the characteristic
K-radiation of either potassium, manganese, or copper will be emitted. This is allowed to
fall upon an aluminum surface shielded from the direct X-ray beam, and as a result photo-
electrons are produced. The electrons are accelerated by a high voltage and the resulting
signal can be recorded on an oscilloscope. By observing which of the fluorescers produces 'its

characteristic X-radiation, an estimate may be made of the energy of the primary (thermal)

X-rays and hence of the temperature of the material emitting them.
- 183 -
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In the following pages there is given a summary of the characteristics of the nuclear

6,11 Summary of Weapons Tests

weapons and devices which have been detonated up to the end of 1953, A brief indication is
included of the composition of the core, the prime purpose of the test, and the yield in each

case,
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Chapter 1

Laboratory Organization and Activities

7.1 History and Responsibilities

The Los Alamos Scientific Laboratory was established in April 1943, at Los Alamos, N, M.,
on the site of the 25-year-old Los Alamos School for Boys. Operated from the first by the
University of California, its purpose has been to carry out experimental and theoretical work
in connection with the military applications of nuclear energy. The Laboratory was originally
planned as a temporary installation to make atomic weapons for World War II. However, even
before 1947, when the University of California's contract to operate the Laboratory was trans-
ferred from the Manhattan Engineer District to the Atomic Energy Commission, it was appar-
ent that the Laboratory would have to be continued for an indefinite period in the interests of
national security. It has now become a permanent plant with outstanding equipment and facili-
ties for research and development in both fundamental and applied aspects of nuclear energy. -

The operations of the Laboratory embrace, of necessity, much more than direct weapons
work. The improvement of current weapons design and the development of weapons of new
types requires much basic research in a host of scientific and technical fields. But, because
the main concern of the Laboratory is with nuclear weapons, such research is invariably of a
character which will provide a better understanding of the complex processes associated with
fission and thermonuclear reactions.

The general responsibility of the Laboratory is for the design and development of systems
for effecting supercritical assemblies of fissile material, and for the design of high-explosive,
nuclear, and related components for atomic weapons. Components outside of those which pro-
duce the supercritical system are the responsibility of other installations, such as the Sandia
Corporation at Albuquerque, N.M., which is concerned primarily with ordnance engineering de-
tails. However, since the nuclear, ordnance, and other aspects of a weapon cannot be com-
pletely separated, close liaison is maintained by the Laboratory with other agencies.

Since the Laboratory is not intended to be a production unit, fabrication of components
is restricted to a few prototype specimens which are used either for experimental and test
purposes or as samples. Large-scale production of items designed in the Laboratory is car-
ried out by other AEC contractor establishments, although such work is done to specifications
laid down by the Laboratory. The Laboratory also establishes procedures for the surveillance
and testing of components which it has designed. This again requires cooperation by the Labo-

ratory with outside AEC contractors.
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The organization of the Laboratory is made up of the Director's Staff, eight Technical
Divisions, each divided into several more or less separate Groups, and a number of Adminis-
trative and Service Departments and Groups. From time to time special {(DIR) projects of
an exploratory nature are established; these remain under the supervision of members of the
Director's Staff until they have reached the stage where they may be transferred to one of the
Technical Divisions.

Certain aspects of the work of the Laboratory are guided by technical committees. Some
of these are permanent but most are of a temporary character, being set up to deal with a
specific project (or projects) involving the activities of several Divisions. These committees
may consist solely of members of the Laboratory or they may include representatives of other
agencies, such as the Sandia Corporation, the Armed Forces Special Weapons Project, the Air
Force Special Weapons Command, Bureau of Ordnance (Department of the Army), etc.

An outline of the activities of each of the Technical Divisions of the Laboratory is given
below, as well as brief statements of the main functions of the Administrative and Service
Departments and Groups. It is perhaps redundant to state that the Laboratory is made up of
individuals, and that the progress of the Laboratory is determined entirely by the ideas and
activities of the men and women it employs. Since it is impossible to mention in this Report
all who have contributed materially to the Laboratory's progress, the names are given only of
those holding senior positions on the Director's Staff, in the Technical Divisions and their con-
stituent Groups, and the Administrative and Service Departments and Groups. Unfortunately,
this compromise fails to give recognition to many who merit it, but it is the best that can be
done in the circumstances.

At the present time, at the beginning of 1954, the Laboratory has about 2800 full-time
employees, of which nearly 900 are members of the professional (medical and scientific) staff,
the remainder performing administrative, secretarial, and technical services. The professional
staff is divided into two categories, namely, staff members and research assistants; their aca-

demic standing is indicated by the numbers in the following table.

M.D. Ph. D. M. S. B.S. Total
Staff Members 8 313 116 283 781
Research Assistants - - 25 ¥ 107
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7.3 Director's Staff

Director Norris E. Bradbury
Technical Associate Director Darol K. Froman
Special Assignments Marshall G. Holloway
Assistant Director for Administration Henry R. Hoyt
Assistant Director for Classification and Security Ralph Carlisle Smith
Assistant Director for Engineering John Bolton
Assistant Director for Production Max F. Roy
Assistant Director for Scientific Personnel William H. Crew

DIR Projects
DIRP. Under direction of Darol K. Froman
Group Leader DIRP-1: L. D. P. King
Group Leader DIRP-2: R. Philip Hammond
The objective of the DIRP project is to design, build, and operate an experimental high-
temperature (430°C) and high-pressure (5000 psi) homogeneous reactor of a novel type. Such
a system is of fundamental interest from the standpoint of the behavior of aqueous uranium
solutions at or near the critical point. It is also of practical interest as a possible replace-
ment for the existing Water Boiler as a neutron source and for the exploration of homogeneous
systems for their possibilities with respect to the production of useful power from nuclear
fission.
DIRX. Under direction of Marshall G. Holloway
This project was responsible for the coordination and over-all development and production
of thermonuclear weapon warheads, including those for the Castle tests (Spring 1954). As of
about January 1, 1954, the development activities of DIRX are being transferred to technical
committees, while the design of the outer cases of thermonuclear devices and the integration
of the components into a complete warhead design is being taken over by the new Group W-6.
Production of the warheads will be under the supervision of the Assistant Director for Produc-
tion. As an element of Task Force Seven, DIRX will remain responsible for the field assembly

of the thermonuclear test devices at Castle.

7.4 Technical Division Activities

CMR Division

Division Leader: Eric R. Jette
Alternate Division Leader: Robert D. Fowler

Assistant Division Leader: Robert L. Shehan
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CMR Division performs chemical and metallurgical research on fissile materials and
other special bomb constituents, such as deuterium and tritium and their compounds. Develop-
ment-and service support are provided in these fields to other divisions of the Laboratory.
Nuclear components for prototype weapons and test devices are fabricated in conjunction with
the Shop Department, and production methods for fissile and other materials are developed.
Production and fabrication procedures originated by CMR Division are available as a starting
point when new components are assigned to other AEC contractors for production. Frequently,
the first few stockpile units are actually fabricated while a suitable outside facility is being
tooled up.

Group CMR-1. Group Leader: Charles F. Metz

Associate Group Leader: Robert T. Phelps
Alternate Group Leader: Herman Ashley

Group CMR-1 provides a general analytical service for the entire Laboratory, although
most of its work is performed for other groups in the Division working with fissile materials.
A wide variety of techniques are used including alpha- and beta-particle counting, spectroscopy,
polarography, coulometry, and petrography. The spectrographic installation is exceptional in
many respects. - Special microchemical and spectrographic methods have been developed for
the analysis of uranium and plutonium, and for traces of a large number of other elements of
interest in the weapon field. Because of the expanding activities of the Laboratory, an active
research and development section is concerned with the solution of analytical problems arising
from the use of new materials.

Group CMR-2. Group Leader: Joe F. Lemons

Alternate Group Leader: Charles E. Holley
The main work of Group CMR-2 is research on the physical and chemical properties of
plutonium compounds‘; in addition, however, it performs inorganic research which is not related
to plutonium chemistry. The activities include preparation of compounds and investigation of
their structures by magnetic susceptibility, paramagnetic and nuclear magnetic resonance ab-
sorption, and Raman spectra. Experiments are made on the physical chemistry of solutions,
combustion and solution calorimetry, reaction kinetics, and radiation chemistry.
Group CMR-3. Group Leader: Dwayne T. Vier
Co-Group Leader: Melvin G. Bowman
Prior to the Spring of 1953, the principal task of Group CMR-3 was to fabricate experi-
mental initiators for testing purposes and to provide a token production of new design.~ f init-
iators for the stockpile before fabrication could be taken over by an appropriate AEC -upplier.

This service required a continuous development program and supporting research in p..l.nium
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chemistry. As a consequence of this activity the Laboratory can be supplied with a wide vari-

ety of neutron sources, using polonium, having strengths up to_ 108 neutrons/sec, and alpha-

particle sources up to several curies in strength.j

Group CMR-4. Grouf) Leader: EugeneS Robinson

Alternate Group Leaders: Wesley M. Jones
Robert A. Penneman

Although Group CMR-4 is primarily concerned with résearch on isotope chemistry, it
also performs a substantial amount of service work. The research work includes the prepara-
tion and chemical and physical study of compounds of the transuranium elements, neptunium,
americium, and curium. Some of the information and techniques are being utilized by J Divi-
sion in studying bomb residues for radiochemical yield determinations. - Research is also being
carried out on the chemistry of tritium. As part of its service function, the group purifies
tritium, and supplies it to other groups and laboratories as required. Lithium tritide is also
prepared by reaction of metallic lithium with tritium. Another section of CMR-4 makes foils
of uranium, plutonium, and americium isotopes as well as those containing deuterium and trit-
ium for various Laboratory activities. In addition, it performs many special services usually
involving separated or enriched isotopes, e.g., boron-10 for neutron counters containing boron
trifluoride.

Group CMR-5. - Group Leader: Arthur S. Coffinberry

Alternate Group Leader: Fred W. Schonfeld

The activities of Group CMR-5 are concerned with the metallurgy of plutonium and its
alloys. Studies are made of the structure, phase relations, physical and mechanical properties,
resistance to corrosion, and ease of fabrication. Because of the health hazard, virtually all
equipment is enclosed in dry boxes. Apart from direct application of alloys, e.g., plutonium-
gallium, to weapon design, the program is of interest to AEC installations, who call upon
CMR-5 for information and service work, particularly in relation to the use of plutonium alloys
in breeder reactors.

Group CMR-6. Group Leader: James M. Taub

Alternate Group Leader: Denton T. Doll
CMR-6 is the metal-fabrication group, working in cooperation with the Shop Department;

it furnishes fabricated shapes, materials, and services to the Laboratory and to other AEC
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broad classes, namely, (a) research and development, and (b) production. In addition to per-
forming fundamental research in uranium chemistry, attention is given to the development and
engineering of new methods and to the improvement of existing methods for the purification
and recovery of uranium from a wide variety of residues. The production program involves
the recovery and purification of oralloy residues originating in the Laboratory, the recovery
and purification of uranium-233, and the preparation of normal and enriched uranium alloys.
Group CMR-9. Group Leader: Edward F. Hammel, Jr.
Associate Group Leader: Adam F. Schuch
Group CMR-9 is a research group whose primary interest is in cryogenics, i.e., the
properties of matter at very low temperatures; for this purpose excellent equipment is avail-
able for work in the range from 20°K to below 1°K. Studies are made of the properties of
liquid and solid hydrogen isotopes and of liquid helium isotopes. In addition, one section of
the group is making equation-of-state measurements with gases at high pressures, e.g., tritium
up to 2000 atm. The section provides a consulting service to the Laboratory on high-pressure
problems.
Group CMR-10. Group Leader: R. Philip Hammond
Alternate Group Leader: John W. Schulte

The main activity of Group CMR-10 is the preparation of kilocurie sources of radiolan-
thanum for use in the RaLa experiment by Group GMX-5 and sources of lower strength, from
10 millicuries to 100 curies, for other purposes. A remote-control facility for separating the
lanthanum-140 from its parent, barium-140, is operated by the group, and a research and de-
velopment program is carried out to improve separation methods and to anticipate a variety of
demands. The facilities are frequently used to repack or combine strong gamma-ray sources
for other Laboratory groups. The responsibility for maintaining the uranyl nitrate solution in
the Water Boiler, operated by Group P-2, at an acceptable pH and uranium concentration has
been assigned to CMR-10. This has led to an active interest in radiation chemistry, aerosol
removal, and isotope-exchange reactions.

Group CMR-11. Group Leader: Richard D. Baker

Alternate Group Leader: Wayne C. Hazen
This group was originally established as a production facility for plutonium weapon com-
ponents, starting with Hanford nitrate solution and ending with the nickel-coated, finished plu-
tonium hemisphergs.‘ waevér, since the establishment of other AEC production facilities, this
aspect of the work of Group CMR-11 has been reduced essentially to stand-by status. Conse-
quently, the group now devotes itself to research and development in connection with fabrication

of plutonium and its alloys into various shapes and with the recovery and purification of
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plutonium from residues and wastes. Such work is in progress on plutonium casting, with
emphasis on precision die-casting for possible use in the production of thin sections of the

' metal. . Special problems have required the preparation of plutonium metal of high purity and
of particular compounds. A remote-control plant for the production of metal from plutonium
nitrate solution has been built and operated, and research has been carried out on the chemical
reactions involved in the many steps of this process. The group is also concerned with a de-
tailed study of nickel carbonyl and the decompesition reaction used for coating various bomb
components with nickel.

Group CMR-13. Group Leader: Robert B. Gibney

Group CMR-13 was organized in January 1953 to do metallurgical research in metals,

other than plutonium, of interest to the Laboratory. Its activities include a study of the effect
of heat treatment on the low-temperature properties‘of uranium-molybdenum alloys, and the
development of a "stainless” uranium alloy. " The latter will be prepared and its mechanical
properties studied by the group, but the corx;osion characteristics will be evaluated by CMR-5.
In cooperation with GMX Division, the high-speed loading of metals will be investigated to de-

termine whether phase transitions occur during implosion.

D Division

Division Leader: Ralph Carlisle Smith

Alternate Division Leader: Philip F. Belcher

The Documentary (D) Division handles substantially all written matter of a scientific
nature other than stockpile information on weapons and SF (source and fissionable) materials.
It is a control point for such matter, in addition to being the source of many technical writ-
ings. While D Division is divided into groups, the scientific personnel, in particular, serve
in several capacities which cut across group lines. The primary functions of the Division in-
clude patents and inventions, classification, declassification, security liaison, editorial and
technical information, and summary reports and publications.

Patents and Inventions: All technical reports and publications of the Laboratory are re-

viewed by scientific and engineering members of the Division for possible inventions to be
protected by the Government. The Division reports such inventions directly to the AEC,
Washington, D.C., and when requested prepares, secures execution of, and prosecutes patent
applications on them.

Classification: All technical and much. other outgoing mail from the Laboratory is re-
viewed by D Division to make certain that the scientific information contained therein is cor-

rectly classified. This centralized review enables the Laboratory to maintain a uniform
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will be illustrated, is being established in the old ice house of the former Los Alamos School.

Group Functions: As indicated previously, the scientific personnel in D Division serve

in several different capacities, so that there is no precise group organization. However, four
groups are at present in existence and their functions are indicated briefly below.
Group D-1. Group Leader: Ralph Carlisle Smith
Alternate Group Leader: William R. Spensley
Group D-1 is concerned with the review of inventions and the preparation of patent ap-
plications of such as may warrant protection.
Group D-2. Group Leader: Helen F. Redman
Alternate Group Leader: Elbert E. Steele
The library activities of the Division, including the Report Library, the Technical Library,
and the Health Research Laboratory Library are under the control of Group D-2.
Group D-6. Group Leader: Leslie M. Redman
This group is concerned with matter related both to classification and declassification of
mail, technical developments, and reports.
Group D-7. Group Leader: David M. Stearns
Group D-7 is responsible for editorial services and technical information, and for the
preparation of the weekly Laboratory Bulletin. The Technical Illustration section and the

Museum are also part of Group D-7.

GMX Division

Division Leader: Duncan P. MacDougall

Alternate Division Leader: Eugene Eyster

GMX Division has two principal and related missions. These are, first, to carry out
research, development, and engineering for production on the firing and HE systems of im-
plosion devices; and, second, to study experimentally the behavior of implosion systems, with-
out fissile material, during and subsequent to the detonation of the high explosive. v‘The work
includes the design and testing of X-units, detonators, implosion lenses, and HE inner charges,
and studies of the symmetry and other properties of the shock waves accompanying an im-
plosion.

Group GMX-1. Group Leader: Gerold H. Terney

Alternate Group Leader: James W. Dutli

All nondestructive testing and inspection, which is largely radiographic in character, is

performed for the Laboratory by Group GMX-1. For this purpose use is made of X-ray ma-

chines with peak voltages up to 1000 kv, a 22-Mev betatron, and various gamma-ray sources,
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including radium and cobalt-60. Several commercially available inspection tools, such as
~ Magnaflux and Reflectoscope, and others that have been specially developed, are used in non-
destructive tests not involving radiations. This group is part of GMX Division primarily for
historical reasons; the first radiographic inspections made at Los Alamos were carried out on
HE charges.

Group GMX-2. Group Leader: Louis C. Smith

Group GMX-2 carries out research, testing, and early development on high-explosive
materials. In addition to a laboratory, in which small-scale chemical work can be performed,
-the group has a number of processing buildings and an environmental test chamber in which
a wide variety of climatic conditions and changes can be simulated. Explosive materials of
interest, which cannot be purchased commercially, are synthesized by an organic chemistry
section. The group has a special interest in the development of plastic bonded explosives for
various purposes.

Group GMX-3. Group Leader: Melvin L. Brooks

This is the largest group in GMX Division and it is concerned essentially with the HE
systems for implosion bombs. Group GMX-3 designs, develops, and engineers for production
the HE lenses and inner chax%es for these weapons and also the HE systems required for
special experiments. Research and development is carried out on the techniques of fabrication
of lenses and inner charges, and all HE charges and systems used in the Laboratory are made
by GMX-3.5' In addition, the group writes product specifications for all HE systems fabricated
in AEC plaﬁts, assists these plants to get into production on new designs, and provides sup-
port to the AEC on day-to-day acceptance of finished items. Facilities are available for cast-
ing, machining, inspecting (radiographic and dimensional), and assembling HE systems. The
group also operates a large magazine area.

Group GMX-4.. Group Leader: Eric L. Peterson

Alternate Group Leader: Frederick Tesche

The primary activity of Group GMX-4 is to study the behavior of imploding systems by
the pin technique. For this purpose, a number of firing points are operated; with each point
is an instrument (or recording) chamber containing a large number of oscilloscopes and simi-
lar devices. Measuremehts of tamper velocity and symmetry, and of shock velocity and sym-
metry in the pusher, tamper, and ball, made by the pin method, constitute an important stage
in the development of new implosion systems. In addition to these implosion studies, research
is carried out on shock waves and equations 6f state, using the same basic technique and
equipment. ,ﬂﬂ
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problems of special interest to other groups. The field test section was established to main-
tain continuity of information concerning safety matters at weapon tests, both in the Nevada

and Pacific Proving Grounds. The meteorology section, staffed by members of the Air Weather
Service, USAF, not only provides daily weather forecasts for the immediate Los Alamos area,
but also supplies technical assistance to any member of the Laboratory with a problem involv-
ing meteorology. A considerable amount of time of this section is devoted to matters of pri-

mary interest to J Division.

J Division
Division Leader: Alvin C. Graves
Alternate Division Leader: William E. Ogle

Associate Division Leaders: John C. Clark
Roderick W. Spence

The work of J Division is concerned with the general weapons-testing activities of the
Laboratory. The Division is responsible for organizing field tests at the Nevada and Pacific
Proving Grounds. In addition to the actual detonation of weapons being tested, this work calls
for the provision of suitable personnel and equipment to plan and make the wide variety of
diagnostic and other measurements associated with weapons tests. The development of special
techniques as required by novel circumstances is an important aspect of this work. Finally,
the Division acts as a liaison between the Laboratory, the AEC, and military Task Forces that
may be- involved in the conduct of the tests.

Group J-1. Group Leader: Armand W. Kelly

The functions of Group J-1, which is concerned with personnel and administration, in-
clude procurement of military personnel for the Division activities, processing personnel for
’travel to the Proving Grounds, and general administration for Laboratory personnel taking
part in the weapons tests. The group also determines the working space and living quarters
required for those participating in the tests and makes the necessary arrangements to meet
these requirements.

Group J-3. Group Leader: Duncan Curry, Jr.

Associate Group Leaders: B. Carl Lyon
Philip L. Hooper

Plans and operations are the responsibility of Group J-3, which determines the opera-
tional requirements for the scientific programs in full-scale test activities and makes arrange-
ments for facilities, equipment, and other necessary support. Detailed operation plans and
orders are prepared, and provision is made for adequate communications and transportation

facilities for the test groups at field locations.
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Group J-6. Group Leader: Robert H. Campbell
Alternate Group Leader: Robert W. Newman

This group handles the construction and engineering aspects of field test operations. Its
work includes liaison between the test group and the AEC and its contractors, and involves
following the progress of the construction through to completion to be sure that the facilities
are. adequate for the purposes of the test groups. Group J-6 is also responsible for arrang-
ing a system of machine-shop facilities at the Proving Grounds for the repair, maintenance,
and minbr fabrication of equipment for scientific observations.

Group J-7. Group Leader: Theodore J. Blechar

Alternate Group Leader: James H. Hill

Group J-7 provides such engineering services and advice to the experimental groups as
may be requested. It establishes design specifications for experimental equipment and makes
drawings for shop fabrication, records; reports, etc. Equipment to be fabricated is routed
through the machine shops, and items made by the shops or purchased from commercial ven-
dors are checked, tested, and installed before delivery to the experimental groups.

Group J-10. Group Leader: Herman Hoerlin

Alternate Group Leader: Daniel F. Seacord, Jr.

The work of this group, in the field of blast hydrodynamics, is theoretical and analytical
and is concerned with hydrodynamic yield, operational effects, and diagnostic experiments. 1In
the determination of absolute yield, Group J-10 utilizes observations of the ball of fire. The
calculations involve studies of theoretical wave forms, equations of state, radiative trénsport,
and surface interactions. The responsibility for operational effects is primarily the prediction
of blast and thermal effects for test planning. In this connection studies are made of previous
test results on blast, damage criteria, water-waves, and propagation of shock waves in an in-
homogeneous atmosphere. The purpose of the diagnostic work is to furnish information on the
hydrodynamic aspects of experiments done by other groups in the Division.

Group J-10 also studies thermal radiation from the diagnostic, operational, and tactical
standpoints. Most of the experimental work is conducted by the Optics Division of the Naval
Research Laboratory, with which close liaison is maintained. Measurements are made of the
prompt thermal radiation (thermal yield) and of the thermal power as a function of time.

This includes studies of the spectral characteristics of the bomb energy in the infrared, visible,
and ultraviolet regions. Spectroscopy is applied to determine the time dependent temperature
and energy distributions of the radiant surfaces and of the space distribution of bomb compo-
nents in the fireball. The propagation of radiation through air at normal and high temperatures

is investigated, and optically-absorbing reaction products of air constituents formed by nuclear
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and thermal radiations are identified. Recently, the study of selected optical problems, such
as films for high-speed photography, have been added to the responsibilities of this group.
Group J-11. Group Leader: Roderick W. Spence
Alternate Group Leader: Jere D. Knight
Group J-11 employs the methods of radiochemistry to study yield, efficiency, neutron
economy, and other behavior parameters of nuclear tests. Yield and efficiency are obtained
from measurements of fission products and fissile elements remaining in airborne and surface
debris collected after the explosion. By determining the radioactivity of other elements, such
as those present in structural materials, in the environment, or deliberately introduced as
"detectors' in or near the test device, information is obtained concerning local and over-all
neutron economy and the performance of individual components. In support of this work, re-
search is carried out on the properties of radioactive nuclei, on nuclear reactions, and on the
chemistry of radioactive materials. Particular attention is paid to the study of isotopes and
reactions obtainable only in the high neutron fluxes and temperatures of the interior of an ex-
‘ploding nuclear device. '
Group J-12. Acting Group Leader: Leon J. Brown
Alternate Group Leader: Donald D. Phillips
Neutron flux measurements are made by Group J-12 on both fission and thermonuclear

devices. The external neutron flux data contribute information concerning the total neutron

economy and, in boosted and thermonuclear systems, make possible calculation of the total

thermonuclear burning.

e o o %/Ieasurem ents

of high-energy (10 Mev or above) gamma-ray intensities associated with nuclear explosions

add to the knowledge of neutron economy. . Appropriate laboratory research is performed in
support of this program, which involves the use of threshold detectors for (n,y), (n,p), (n,2n),
and (y,n) reactions, of nuclear emulsion plates, and of photocell-phosphor combinations for
time studies.

Group J-13. Group Leader: Newell H. Smith

Alternate Group Leader: John 8. Malik

This group studies fission-reaction history by determination of the neutron-multiplication
rate (a) during the early stages of the explosion; this involves measurement of the intensity
of prompt gamma rays which increases at the same rate as the neutron population. More ef-
ficient and more economical methods for determining the multiplication rate are being developed.

Group J-15. Group Leader: Gaelen L. Felt |

Diagnostic and other tests by optical methods represent the prime function of Group J-15.
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Diagnostic experiments for full-scale tests, utilizing optical, e.g., high-speed photographic,
techniques, apart from spectroscopic, are designed to provide information concerning radiative
and hydrodynamic behavior of nuclear devices in the stages immediately following the detona-
tion. Non-diagnostic experiments, using exploding devices as sources, are also planned for
research chiefly into various aspects of radiation hydrodynamics. The group designs and tests
assemblies and instrumentation systems for carrying out these experiments. The field phase
of the work is planned and executed and the data obtained are analvzed, reduced, and reported
in suitéble form. Liaison is maintained with outside contractors doing photographic work for
the Laboratory in connection with weapons tests, and this work is subjected to general super-
vision. '

Group J-16. Group Leader: Bob E. Watt

The primary responsibility of Group J-16 is the study of the reaction history in thermo-
nuclear experiments. In general, the observations are made on the emission of neutrons and
gamma rays, often in collimated systems, in order to determine the locality and efficiency of
the thermonuclear burning. Gamma-ray intensity measurements as a function of time are made
up to a period of seconds; these measurements may be applied to independent determinutions
of thermonuclear and fission yields. Other phenomena are being investigated, e.g., electro-
magnetic. signals, for the purpose of developing new techniques which are either simpler than
those now in use or which are adapted to special cases, such as operational or air drops.
Basic cross section and diffusion calculations required for the intérpretatibn of neutron and
gamma-ray signals from thermonuclear devices are an important aspect of the work done.
Radiation detection instruments which satisfy the special requirements of field work, namely,
high time-resolution combined with improved sensitivity as compared with those available com-

mercially, are being developed.

P Division

Division Leader: J. M. B. Kellogg

Alternate Division Leader: Richard F. Taschek

The activities of P (Physics) Division fall into two more or less distinct parts. One
part, involving somewhat less than half of the total personnel, is devoted to the design and
construction of a wide variety of electronic equipment for use in many Laboratory activities.
The second part is concerned with problems of basic experimental physics and includes meas-
urement of neutron cross sections for various processes, charged-purticle reactions, fission
physics, beta-ray spectroscopy, particle-counter development, and the investigation of controlled
thermonuclear reactions. In general, many of the activities of P Division are dictated by the

over-all interests of the Laboratory.
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Group P-1. Group Leader: John K. Lamb

Alternate Group Leader: Richard J. Watts

Group P-1 designs and constructs electronic equipment, mainly at the request of other
Laboratory groups but sometimes to anticipate a possible future demand. Maintenance and
repair service is provided for various electronic instruments including those used for health
monitoring. The group procures or makes much standard Laboratory equipment, including
power supplies, pressure and vacuum - controls, amplifiers, scalers, pulsers, and pulse-height
analyzers. An electrical standards laboratory is maintained where checks can be made against
standardized units of inductance, capacitance, resistance, and emf. There is also a clock, ac-
curate to one part in 108, and facilities for determining frequencies.

Group P-2. Group Leader: Carroll W. Zabel

The enriched, homogeneous nuclear reactor, known as the Water Boiler, is operated by
this group; the usual operating power is 25 kw. The maximum thermal neutrbn flux, in a re-
entrant tube 1 inch in diameter through the center of the reactor sphere, called the '"glory
hole,"” is 1012 neutrons/cmz-sec. In addition, there is an appreciable flux of fast neutrons.
The fast-neutron reactor, known as Clementine, has been dismantled and a new thermal re-
actor, with a powér of 1000 to 2000 kw, is being planned. With the aid of the Water Boiler,
experimental work is done on the fission process, e.g., angular correlation of fission frag-
ments, velocity distribution of slowed fission fragments, and energy of fission fragments. Some
studies are being made of radioactive nuclei, mainly, but not exclusively, of fission products.
A uranium-235 "converter,” used with the Water Boiler, provides a fission spectrum of neutrons,
and with these a number of total neutron cross sections have been measured as a function of
energy in the range from 7 to 12 Mev. Determinations are also made of the average fission
cross section of uranium-238 for fission spectrum neutrons, and inelastic scattering cross
sections for many elements, including fissile species. Group P-2 provides neutron irradiation
services to the Laboratory and, to a limited extent, to other AEC contractors. '

Group P-3. Group Leader: Richard F. Taschek

Alternate Group Leader: Arthur Hemmendinger

This group operates two electrostatic (Van de Graaff) accelerators, both providing a
maximum potential difference of 2.5 Mv. ' These are used for the investigation of light-particle
reactions; yields and cross sections for these reactions, and angular distributions and energies
of the particles produced are measured. The interaction of neutrons with light elements
(thermonuclear) and heavy elements (fission) and with other elements are studied. With the
latter, the (n,2n) reactions are of special interest for radiochemical studies in weapons tests.
Group P-3 makes precision measurements of fission cross section and of the number of neu-

trons released in fission as functions of neutron energy for high-energy neutrons.
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Groups P-4 and P-6. Group Leaders: - James H. Coon
Elizabeth R. Graves

These groups work mostly with 14-Mev neutrons produced by the bombardment of tritium,
in a zirconium target, with deuterons accelerated by a 250-kv Cockcroft-Walton apparatus. The
interactions of these neutrons with various. thermonuclear fuels, possible tamper materials, and
fissile materials are of special interest. Among the investigations being made with 14-Mev
neutrons are the following: study of gamma rays produced by bombardment of various sub-
stances; inelastic and elastic scattering; total cross sections of elements; number of neutrons
produced in fission; neutron multiplication; cross sections for (n,2n) reactions; and cross
sections for the production of unwanted particles in their interaction with lithium nuclei.
Group P-4 also calibrates neutron sources, using a standard graphite "pile." A Cockcroft-
Walton accelerator, with a potential difference of 600 kv, is under construction.

Group P-7. Group Leader: James L. Tuck

By means of a 250-kv Cockcroft-Walton accelerator, Group P-T is studying charged-

- particle reactions at relatively low energies, equivalent to those of interest for thermonuclear
processes. Precision measurements of the cross sections for the D-D and D-T reactions at
low energies have been made in this manner. The group is also devoting attention to the
"Perhapsatron,"” which is a device whereby a controlled thermonuclear reaction may perhaps
be initiated by using the "pinch effect,” i.e., by the magnetic self-constriction of a high cur-

- rent discharge.

Group P-8. Group Leader: Clyde L. Cowan, Jr.

The main objective of Group P-8 is the construction and operation of very large liquid
or plastic scintillation counters. The present specific application of such counters is to the
hope of detecting the free neutrino as a result of its interaction with a proton to produce a
neutron and a positron. Because of the extremely low cross section for this reaction, it
could be observed only by means of a large counting device. One form of the d‘evice, already
in operation, has been used to measure the total radioactivity of the human body.

Group P-9, Group Leader: Joseph L. McKibben

Group P-9 is occupied with the construction, operation, and use of a large electrostatic
(Van de Graaff) accelerator having a potential difference of 10 Mv. This is necessary to
provide monoenergetic neutrons in the energy range from 6 to 14 Mev which is acquiring
special significance in connection with thermonuclear devices. Hitherto, the accelerator has
been operated up to a potential of 5 Mv. High-energy neutrons are used mainly for the meas-
urement of fast-neutron cross sections of thermonuclear and fissile materials.

Group P-10. Group Leader: Louis Rosen

This group, which has no facilities other than nuclear-plate cameras and piate-reading
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facilities, uses the nuclear photo-plate technique to study the interaction of neutrons with var-
ious materials. Observations are made in this way of the neutron spectrum from a multiply-
ing assembly bombarded by high-energy neutrons; of charged particles resulting from the re-
actvion of 14-Mev neutrons with the isotopes of lithium; of cross sections for deuteron disin-
tegration in the D-T and D-He3 interactions. Group P-10 reads the fast-neutron health (film)
badges for the Laboratory. It has also done some work on Taylor instabi‘,lity.

Group P-12, Acting Group Leader: Keith Boyer

Group P-12 operates and uses the cyclotron which gives deuterons of about 11-Mev
energy. This accelerator is to be rebuilt, so that it can go to higher energies and also be
capable of accelerating a number of other ions. The main work at present is concerned with
(n,2n) cross sections of uranium-238 and the fission cross section of uranium-239. The latter
problem is related to the yield of thermonuclear devices as affected by the fission of uranium-
239 formed by neutron capture in uranium-238. A long series of experiments of (d,p) and

(t,p) processes with fissile materials is involved.

T Division
Division Leader: J. Carson Mark

Associate Division Leaders: Frank C. Hoyt
Robert D. Richtmyer

In general, the Theoretical (T) Division is engaged in applying the methods of theoretical
and mathematical physics and mathematics to various problems of the Laboratory and in de-
veloping methods to deal with new problems as they arise in the weapon design field. Thus,

a major part of the attention of the Division is directed at attempts to understand the effects
of various factors in weapon behavior, to predict the behavior of weapon systems, and to pro-
pose new systems of interest. As a rule;, a basically new scheme for a nuclear weapon is
first called to attention within T Division and receives its preliminary consideration there. In
addition to this primary function, and in a large measure as a basis for it, the Division en-
gages in a wide range of theoretical studies, including analysis of experiments, nuclear cross
section theory, nuclear reactor theory, equation-of-state theory, neutron diffusion theory, hydro-
dynamics, and techniques of numerical computation.

Because of the special nature and variety of T Division activities, it is not possible to
describe its functions completely according to its group organization. The major part of the
work of the Division is accomplished by individuals applying their own particular training and
experience, in one or more of the fields of study mentioned above, to problems related to
fission weapons, thermonuclear weapons, the needs of other Divisions of the Laboratory, or

necessary basic research. There are, however, two functions which have required the efforts
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of groups of persons to handle them and to provide the necessary continuity of effort. These
are, first, the very extensive numerical computations that have been made in connection with
the problems of nuclear weapon design and behavior which are handled by Groups T-1 and T-T7;
and, second, the theoretical aspects of weapon design, which are the responsibility of Groups
T-4 and T-5.

Group T-1. Group Leader: Bengt Carlson

Alternate Group Leader: Max Goldstein

Group T-1 provides a general computing service to the Division and other parts of the
Laboratory. Use is made of a variety of computing equipment, ranging from desk calculators,
through the standard IBM multipliers, tabulators, etc., to the IBM 701 calculator, which is one
of the most recent, fast, electronic computing machines.

Group T-2. Group Leader: Frederick Reines

Group T-3. Group Leader: Rolf Landshoff

Alternate Group Leader: G. Foster Evans

Group T-4. Group Leader: Conrad L. Longmire

This group has given special attention to problems arising in the field of neutron diffusion
theory, particularly as applied to calculations of efficiency and yield of actual or possible
weapon designs. It is also engaged in a wide variety of other activities in the field of nuclear
weapons,

Group T-5. 'Group Leader: George N. White, Jr.

Associate Group Leader: Harwood G. Kolsky

In addition to a number of activities in the field of applied mathematics, Group T-5 has
given special attention to the implosion problem. Several hundred implosion calculations have
been performed, making use of the equipment of T-1 for this purpose.

Group T-6. Group Leader: Harris Mayer

Group T-T. Group Leader: Nicholas Metropolis

Group T-T has designed and built at the Laboratory a fully automatic electronic calcu-
lator, known as the MANIAC, which has been in operation since the Spring of 1952. At that
time, it was one of the most advanced pieces of equipment of this kind in operation anywhere
in the United States. The group provides a general computing service for the Laboratory on
the MANIAC. It also investigates computing techniques and moves to take advantage of new
developments and improvements in electronic computer design.

Group T-8. Group Leader: Stanislaw Ulam

Group T-9. Group Leader: Bergen Suydam

Group T-10. Group Leader: Louis Goldstein ' 1 XED
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terms of neutron cross sections. Critical mass determinations are made with a wide variety
of systems, both for the purpose of studying their fundamental behavior and to provide infor-
mation concerning the nuclear safety of weapon configurations or of manufacturing processes
involving fissile materials. Members of the group act as consultants on nuclear safety to the
Laboratory and to associated AEC contractors.
Group W-3. Group Leader: Donald MacMillan
Alternate Group Leader: Harlow Russ

The responsibilities of Group W-3 fall into two somewhat distinct categories. In the

first place, it is responsible for essentially all gun-type weapon develobment work carried out

by the Laboratory. {

P

! A detailed treat-

""" ment of some aspects of the work of this group is given near the end of Chapter 5.
Group W-4. Group Leader: Arthur Sayer
Alternate Group Leader: Robert K. Osborne
Group W-4 acts as a liaison between the theoretical and experimental work on fission
weapons. Estimates are made of the influence on the expected yield of changes in the various
parameters at the diSposal of the warhead designer; among these are diameter of the HE sys-
tem; diameter and mass of the tamper; and mass, composition, and geometrical arrahgement
of the fissile material. By means of calculation and empirical procedures, proposals are made
for the optimuim (or near-optimum) design for a specific weapon application. The group is
also concerned with practical problems of weapon fabrication in evaluating the effect on yield
of departures from ideal geometry of actual weapon kdesigns.
Group W-5. Group Leader: Vernal Josephson
Alternate Group Leader: John R. Wienelge _
Group W-5 has two unrelated functions. :In the field of external initiation, it has developed
the betatron (PRM) and pulsed D-T (ENS) initiators, and has conducted tests at the Nevada
Proving Grounds which utilized the former device. In connection with thermonuclear weapon
development, the group has the responsibility for the flight and drop testing, and for the or-
ganization and early conduct of the weapon assembly operations required under the Emergency
Capability concept. ,
Group W-6. Group Leader: George M. Grover
Alternate Group Leader: Jacob J. Wechsler
Certain aspects of the work in the two-stage, thermonuclear weapon field, formerly con-
ducted by the DIRX staff, is being taken over by Group W-6 as of January 1, 1954. The group
will be responsible for the design of the outer case of the devices and for the integration of

component designs into that of a complete warhead.
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7.5 Administrative and Service Departments and Groups

Accounting Department. Head: A. Dwight Richardson

Keeps financial records and accounts of Laboratory operations.

ADP-SF Group. Group Leader: Glenn R. Champion
Maintains SF (Source and Fissionable) material accountability for the Laboratory.

Budget Office. Head: Leslie G. Hawkins
Prepares the budget for the Laboratory.

Business Office. Manager: Albert E. Dyhre

Maintains liaison on contracts with AEC and subcontractors; makes arrangements for

travel and workmen's compensation.

Engineering Department. Head: John Bolton

Provides construction and maintenance engineering services for the entire Laboratory.

Graphic Arts Group. Group Leader: Loris Gardner

Functions include photography at the Laboratory and in connection with weapons tests;

photostat, Ozalid, and litho reproduction; assembly and binding.

Mail and Records Group. Group Leader: Pat McAndrew
Alternate Group Leader: Blanche Gilman

Collects and distributes maijl and other correspondence and keeps records with special

attention to classified matter.

Personnel Department. ‘Head: John V. Young

Performs customary personnel functions.

Shop Department. Head: Gus H. Schultz
Operates all professionally staffed machine shops for the Laboratory.

Supply and Property Department. Head: Harry S. Allen

Procures, stores, issues, and keeps account of all supplies and property; responsible

for shipping and receiving.

Wage and Salary Department.. Head: John A. Woodward

Performs customary wage and salary functions.
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